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Paraphilia (in Greek 'para' παρά = besides and '-philia' φιλία = love) is a mental health term recently used to indicate sexual arousal in response to sexual objects or situations which may interfere with the capacity for reciprocal affectionate sexual activity.

Definition

The word is used differently by different groups. As used in psychology or sexology it is simply a neutral umbrella term used to cover a wide variety of deviated sexual interests. There are eight types of paraphilias and according to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders the activity must be the sole means of sexual gratification for a period of six (6) months, and cause "marked distress or interpersonal difficulty".

· Exhibitionism is the recurrent urges or behavior to expose one's genitals to an unsuspecting person 

An exhibitionist is a person who practises exhibitionism as a psychological alteration of the human behaviour that neither implies the need to exhibit the genitalia or buttocks nor alterations of the psychiatric condition of the individual (although sometimes this occurs, see below).

In this type of exhibitionism the individual shows a tendency to an extravagant behaviour and the need to captivate the attention of others. The person can act in several forms, by competing to be the "first", adhering to a particular fashion, ostentation (in different forms), showing him/herself in a pre-determined form, posing, being bombastic, etc. In this type of exhibitionism the above-mentioned forms can appear isolated or as a group of manifestations. People showing this type of personality are sometimes called extravagant instead of exhibitionist. Generally this type of exhibitionism does not have legal implications, unless the individual shows an aggressive or criminal behaviour.

Sexual exhibitionism

Some exhibitionists wish to display themselves sexually to other people, singly or in groups. This can be done consensually as part of swinging or group sex.

When done without the consent of the viewer, sexual exhibitionism is generally considered to be a sexually aggressive act, and is a criminal offence in most jurisdictions (see indecent exposure). Most indecent exposure is committed by men against women viewers; men who expose themselves in this way generally do not commit more serious sexual crimes.

Some people like to expose themselves in front of large crowds, typically at sporting events: see streaking.

· Voyeurism is the recurrent urges or behavior to observe an unsuspecting person who is naked, disrobing or engaging in sexual activities. 

Voyeurism is a practice in which an individual derives sexual pleasure from observing other people. Such people may be engaged in sexual acts, or be nude or in underwear, or dressed in whatever other way the "voyeur" finds appealing.

Voyeuristic practices may take a number of forms but its characteristic feature is that the voyeur does not directly interact with the object of their voyeurism (often unaware that they are being observed), instead observing the act from a distance, peeping through an opening, and/or using techniques like binoculars, a mirror, camera (including camera phone and video camera), etc., and this stimulus becomes part of a masturbation fantasy during or after the observation.

Some voyeurs derive sexual pleasure from looking up skirts or trousers, known as an upskirt. This can be accomplished by camera or simply by a chance viewing when a person sits down. Some voyeurs also derive pleasure by looking down shirts and viewing breasts, particularly when a person is bending over. This is commonly referred to as a downblouse.

When done openly it may be tolerated or even appreciated, especially if the person(s) viewed is/are exhibitionist. However, non-consensual voyeurism is an invasion of privacy.

Voyeurism is considered to be deviant and even a sex crime in some cultures, most frequently practiced by males, and is tolerated to some degree in certain societies depending upon the circumstances (e.g., adolescent "Peeping Toms" and the UK dogging craze). In the United Kingdom, non-consensual voyeurism became a criminal offence on May 01, 2004, under the Sexual Offences Act 2003.

Some institutions such as gyms and schools, have banned camera phones because of the privacy issues they raise in areas like changerooms. Saudi Arabia, banned the sale of camera phones nationwide for a period of time, but reallowed their sale in 2004. South Korea requires that all camera phones sold in the country make a clearly audible sound whenever a picture is taken.

· Sexual Masochism is the recurrent urges or behavior of being humiliated, beaten, bound, or otherwise made to suffer. 

· Sexual Sadism is the recurrent urges or behavior involving acts in which the humiliation of the victim is sexually exciting. 

Sadism is the sexual pleasure or gratification in the infliction of pain and suffering upon another person. Medically it is considered to be a paraphilia. The word is derived from the name of the Marquis de Sade, a prolific French writer of sadistic novels.

The counterpart of sadism is masochism, the sexual pleasure or gratification of having pain or suffering inflicted upon the self, often consisting of sexual fantasies or urges for being beaten, humiliated, bound, tortured, or otherwise made to suffer, either as an enhancement to or a substitute for sexual pleasure. The name is derived from the name of the 19th century author Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, known for his novel Venus in Furs that dealt with highly masochistic themes.

Sadism and masochism, often going together (one person obtaining sadistic pleasure by inflicting pain or suffering on another person who thereby obtains masochistic pleasure), are collectively known as S&M.

The words are now commonly used to describe personality traits in an emotional, rather than sexual sense. Although it is quite different from the original meaning, this usage is not entirely inaccurate. There is quite frequently a strong emotional aspect to the sexual desires, taking the form of a need for domination or submission—the desire to be controlled, or to control another, as opposed to a simple desire for pain (which is technically known as algolagnia).

It is often agreed that this desire for dominance or submission is in fact the driving force behind sadomasochism, with the giving and receiving of pain acting only as an active stimulation to reinforce those feelings. This view is supported by the nature of sadomasochistic behavior. A masochist does not in general take pleasure in any arbitrary form of pain, only in pain received under the pretext of enforcing authority, and typically only that of a sexual nature. Likewise, a sadist usually only takes pleasure in pain that is inflicted for reasons of punishment and control, and most often for the indirect pleasure of the masochist. Many sadomasochistic activities involve only mild pain or discomfort. Often they are focused primarily on roleplay.

· Fetishism the use of non-sexual or nonliving objects to gain sexual excitement. 

Sexual fetishism, first described as such by Sigmund Freud though the concept and certainly the activity is quite ancient, is a form of paraphilia where the object of affection is a specific inanimate object or part of a person's body. The term arose from fetishism, the general concept of an object having supernatural powers, or an object created by humans that has power over other humans. Marx also used the term in a quite separate way.

Freud's early theories

As Freud described it in 1887, sexual fetishes in men are the result of childhood trauma regarding castration anxiety. According to this theory, a boy curious to see his mother's penis averts his eyes in horror when he discovers his mother has no penis. The inanimate object on which the boy focuses when he averts his eyes becomes the fetishized object. Later in life, the fetishized object must be present in order for the man to complete orgasm. Within this framework, men are capable of having sexual fetishes, while women are incapable—something which makes this a falsifiable theory. This is a point of contention for feminists analyzing Freud's work, who point out that the observed fetishistic behavior in many women makes Freud's theory untenable. Despite such flaws that may make it unpalatable at the present, the theory was taken seriously when conceived.

Modern theories of fetishism

Although Freud's theory on fetishes may seem peculiar and was based on anecdotal evidence rather than empirical, he had discovered a critical aspect of human sexuality: the relationship between human orgasms and conditioning. Ongoing studies make this relationship more clear. For example, in a study published by Dr. Lique M. Coolen on April 14, 2003 at an Experimental Biology conference in San Diego, California, male rats accustomed to having sex in a particular cage will have elevations of "pleasure-inducing chemicals in the brain" simply from being in the particular cage, even if a female or a female scent are not present. Sexual conditioning occurred. It has been hypothesized that human sexuality may similarly be tied to conditioning, and this may explain the phenomenon of sexual fetishism.

This is consistent with the theory that fetishism derives from behavioural imprinting in early childhood, a phenomenon which is not only supported by anecdotal evidence in humans, but can be demonstrated experimentally in animals.

It is also hypothesized that the modern world provides many opportunities for superstimulus based on objects that both mimic and exaggerate natural stimuli.

Common fetishes include fetishes focused on shoes, boots, gloves, wigs, body piercing, underclothing, diapers, or other garments made out of specific materials such as rubber, fur, spandex, leather, or nylon. Transvestic fetishism, the fetish of dressing in the clothes of the opposite sex, is also common. Some clothing materials are fetishized by a small number of people, perhaps on the basis that the material forms a "second skin" that acts as a fetishistic surrogate for the wearer's own skin. The most common forms of this are spandex fetishism and rubber fetishism, in which the fabric is both stretchy and shiny, exaggerating some of the aspects of human skin.

Other fetishistic attachments can be to specific parts of the body, such as head or body hair, legs, feet or breasts, rather than to the person as an individual. This might explain foot binding in China prior to 1911 and breast implants in the contemporary United States.

Sometimes, whole cultures can develop the fetish to such an extent that it is no longer perceived as a fetish, but merely as a normal sexual desire; for example late-Victorian England's ankle fetish, or the modern commonplace fetish for lingerie.

In this regard, there can be said to be a degree of fetishistic arousal in most normal individuals who respond to particular bodily features as sign of attractiveness. However fetishistic arousal is generally considered to be a problem only when it interferes with normal sexual or social functioning. Sometimes the term 'fetishism' is used only for those cases where non-fetishist sexual arousal is impossible.

Although these forms of fetishism are the most common, fetishism, like other forms of human sexuality, can be extremely varied and can encompass almost any aspect of human behavior.

A number of sub-genres of pornography exist to serve fetishistic interests, with corresponding erotica in the form of fetish art.

Common varieties of fetishism

· Amputee fetishism 

· Breast fetishism 

· Corset fetishism (Tightlacing) 

· Crush Fetish/Crush Fetishism 

· Diaper fetishism 

· Foot fetishism 

· Furry fetishism/Toonophilia 

· Glove fetishism 

· Infantilism 

· Leather fetishism 

· Medical fetishism 

· Panty fetishism 

· Pantyhose fetishism 

· Pregnancy fetishism 

· Rubber fetishism 

· Shoe fetishism 

· Boot fetish 

· Spandex fetishism 

· Spanking fetishism 

· Stocking fetishism 

· Swimcap fetishism 

· Tickling fetishism 

· Transvestic fetishism 

· Pain fetish (algolagnia) 

· Masochism 

Less common forms of fetishism

· Abasiophilia 

· Acrotomophilia 

· Agalmatophilia 

· Balloon fetishism 

· Blindness fetishism 

· Breast expansion fetish 

· Dental braces fetishism 

· Circumcision fetish 

· Depilation fetishism 

· Endosomatophilia 

· Eyeglasses fetishism 

· Fart fetishism 

· Fat fetishism 

· Freckle fetishism 

· Foreskin fetishism 

· Hair fetishism 

· Hair cut fetishism 

· Inflation fetishism 

· Harpaxophilia 

· Hypnofetishism 

· Giant fetishism 

· Mask fetishism 

· Milk fetishism 

· Robot fetishism 

· Smoking fetishism 

· Silk/Satin fetishism 

· Sneezing fetishism 

· Spitting fetishism 

· Stripping fetishism 

· Redhead fetishism 

· Veil fetishism 

· Wet and messy fetishism 

· Unbirth 

· Urine fetishism/Urolagnia 

· Vorarephilia fetishism (desire for being eaten) 

· Transvestic fetishism is wearing clothes of another gender for sexual reasons. 

Transvestic fetishism is a sexual fetish for the clothing of the opposite gender. It is one of a number of cross-dressing behaviours. It is primarily a psychiatric term.

Transvestic fetishism, fetishistic transvestism and sometimes transvestism are also often used to describe any sexual behaviour or arousal which is in any way connected to clothes of the other gender. Especially the latter is problematic, because transvestism and cross-dressing are neither a sexual fetish, nor do they necessarily have anything to do with sexual behaviour or arousal.

Also, not every sexual behaviour where clothes of the other gender are involved are transvestic fetishism, they are also often used in sexual roleplay without being a fetish. Also, many transgendered people, mostly transwomen, also cross-dress before coming out in sexual contexts, to relieve their cross-gender feelings. This is also not transvestic fetishism.

Some transvestic fetishists collect women's clothing, e.g. nightgowns, slips and other types of nightwear and lingerie. They may dress in these feminine garments and take photographs of themselves to live out their secret fantasies. Many men love the feeling of wearing silk or nylon and adore the silky fabric of women's nightwear and lingerie.

Most transvestic fetishists are said to be heterosexual men.

When is it a psychiatric condition?

There are two key criteria before a psychiatric diagnosis of "transvestic fetishism" is made:

1. Recurrent, intense sexually arousing fantasies, urges, or behaviour, involving cross-dressing. 

2. This causes clinically significant distress or impairment, whether socially, at work, or elsewhere. 

Thus, transvestic fetishism is not considered a mental illness unless it causes significant problems for the person concerned.

· Paedophilia the attraction to a prepubescent child or children.

Pedophilia (American English), pædophilia/paedophilia (Commonwealth English), or pedosexuality is the paraphilia of being sexually attracted primarily or exclusively to prepubescent children. The ICD-10 (F65.4) defines it as "a sexual preference for children, boys or girls or both, usually of prepubertal or early pubertal age." The word comes from the Greek paidophilia (παιδοφιλια)—pais (παις, "boy, child") and philia (φιλια, "friendship").

Pedophile is sometimes used informally — and incorrectly — to describe child pornographers or people who have commited sexual crimes against children.

In the United States and some other countries, the term is also sometimes erroneously used to describe people attracted to adolescents, and usually reflects the age at which a minor becomes an adult legally—especially in regards to sexual activies. In cultures or countries where love relationships or dates between adults and adolescents are socially or legally accepted (at least with parental consent) or are viewed with tolerance, such as France and Brazil, the word pedophilia is almost never used in this sense, neither formally or informally. (disputed — see talk page)
In most countries, adolescents above a certain age can be legally emancipated through marriage, economic self-sufficiency, pregnancy or by other means. The marriageable age is generally below the age of majority and in some cases below the legal age of consent. Having sexual relations with emancipated minors is not considered pedophilia.

· Frotteurism is the recurrent urges or behavior of touching or rubbing against a nonconsenting person. 

In the context of human sexual behavior, frottage or frotteurism is the act of achieving sexual gratification by rubbing one's (clothed or naked) body against another person. Frotteurism carries a connotation of "anonymous and discreet rubbing" in a public place—e.g. on a crowded train. The contact may be mutual or a one-way perpetration. A person who practices frotteurism is known as a frotteur. As with most other sexual practices, frottage with a non-consenting person is regarded as a form of sexual assault in most jurisdictions. A person with a devotion to frottage in a way that places him or her outside the typical frotteur is known as a frotteur geek.

Frot is a term used among homosexual men to refer to penis to penis rubbing in a conventional private context. It is also known as "phrot", "swordfighting", "cockrub", "penis fencing", "bumping dicks", "frication", "docking" and "the Princeton rub". Advocates of this practice represent it as a safer and more erotic alternative to anal sex.

Two people engaging in clothed frottage in a manner that simulates intercourse is known in the vernacular as dry humping. A modern dancing style which involves partners rubbing their clothed bodies on one another is called grinding or freaking.

A paraphilic interest is not normally considered important by clinicians unless it is also causing suffering of some kind, or strongly inhibiting a "normal" sex life (according to the subjective standards of the culture and times).

Paraphilia is sometimes used by laypeople in a more judgemental or prejudicial sense, to categorize sexual desires or activities lying well outside the societal norm. Many sexual activities now considered harmless or even beneficial by many (such as masturbation) have often been considered perversions or psychosexual disorders in various societies, and how to regard these behaviors has been, and continues at times to be, a controversial matter.

The term "paraphilia" is rarely used in general English, with references to the actual interest concretely being more common. Some see the term as helping to aid objectivity when discussing taboo behaviors or those meeting public disapproval, but which may not in fact be a problem. Others interpret the term more pejoratively as rare conditions or serious disorders that meet with societal disapproval and are (or should be) criminalized or seriously require treatment.

It is worth noting typical clinical warnings given against improper assumptions about paraphilias:

· "Paraphilias are ... sexual fantasies, urges and behaviors that are considered deviant with respect to cultural norms..." 

· "Although several of these disorders can be associated with aggression or harm, others are neither inherently violent nor aggressive" 

· "The boundary for social as well as sexual deviance is largely determined by cultural and historical context. As such, sexual orientations once considered paraphilias (e.g., homosexuality) are now regarded as variants of normal sexuality; so too, sexual behaviors currently considered normal (e.g., masturbation) were once culturally proscribed" 

(Source: Psychiatric Times) 

What is considered to be "perversion" or "deviation" varies from society to society. Some paraphilias fall into the kinds of activities often called 'sexual perversions' or 'sexual deviancy' with negative connotations or 'kinky sex' with more positive connotations. Some specific paraphilias have been or are currently crimes in some jurisdictions. In some religions certain sexual interests are forbidden, and this has led to some people believing that all paraphilias must be sins. Since the development of psychology attempts have been made to characterize them in terms of their etiology and in terms of the ways they change the functioning of individuals in social situations. Some of these psycho-medical etiologies and descriptions have allowed many societies and religious/ethical traditions to view some of the paraphilias in a less negative light, at least in some circumstances. Some behaviors that might be classified as paraphilias by some subsets of society may be viewed as harmless eccentricities by other subsets of society, or entirely normal behavior within other societies.

Due to the somewhat subjective nature of their definition, the specific acts included under the umbrella of paraphilia vary from time to time and from place to place, and indeed from edition to edition of such works as the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM).

Behavioral imprinting

Observation of paraphiliac behavior has provided valuable scientific information on the mechanisms of sexual attraction and desire, such as behavioral imprinting. Careful investigation has also led to the tentative conclusions that normal biological processes may sometimes be manifested in idiosyncratic ways in at least some of the paraphilias, and that these unusual manifestations are frequently associated with unusual (and especially traumatic) events associated with early sexual experience.

History of the term

The term was coined by Viennese psychotherapist Wilhelm Stekel (in his book Sexual Aberrations) in 1925, from the Greek para- (beside) + philos (loving), and first used in English in Stekel's translated works. It was not in widespread use until the 1950s, and was first used in the "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders" (DSM) in 1980. It was used by Sigmund Freud, as well as by the sexologist John Money.

Common paraphilias

The following paraphilias are sufficiently common in the general population to be frequently observed in clinical literature, as well as being able to support entire sub-genres of mainstream commercial pornography.

· Agoraphilia: arousal from open spaces or having sex in public. 

Agoraphilia is a love of engaging in community. Engaging in community requires extending oneself to others beyond one's personal or intimate boundaries.
It has no meaning, however, without the reciprocal condition: that the community is a tractable place, capable of being fertile and congenial. 

· algolagnia: sexual pleasure from pain 

Algolagnia (from the greek "άλγος" algos meaning pain and "λαγνεία" lagnia meaning lust) is the paraphilia of deriving sexual pleasure from physical pain.

· It may have a simply biological basis, as it is proven that pain, just like sensorial pleasures such as sexual contact and sweet foods, cause the release of endorphins, the chemicals that induce pleasure. 

If a person's pain threshold is sufficiently high, this may outweigh the normal discomfort, even to the point of addiction.

· Note that algolagnia is not the same thing as physical masochism, since there are fewer psychological connotations to algolagnia, which may be a simple liking for pain, without any need for domination, submission or humiliation. It may therefore rather take the form of self-infliction of pain. 

· autogynephilia 

Autogynephilia (from Greek auto (self), gyno (woman) and philia (love) — "love of oneself as a woman") is a behavioral model proposed in 1989 by Ray Blanchard, who defines it as "a man's paraphilic tendency to be sexually aroused by the thought or image of himself as a woman."

The model is an attempt to explain transwomen (male-to-female transsexual and transgender persons) who are not exclusively attracted to males, including lesbian ("gynephilic"), bisexual and asexual transwomen. Blanchard considers a transwoman who has had vaginoplasty to be "a man without a penis" (Armstrong 2004). The model claims that transwomen (called "gender dysphoric males" by Blanchard) who are not sexually oriented toward men are instead sexually oriented toward the thought or image of themselves as women. Most of Blanchard's work on gender dysphoria focuses on what he calls "autogynephilic transsexuals." He calls those transwomen who are exclusively attracted to males: "androphilic" or "homosexual" transsexuals.

Controversy

The model is highly controversial and conflicts with the commonly accepted model of gender identity disorder. Some suggest that, since correlations do not establish causality, Blanchard may be mistaking a symptom of gender dysphoria for its primary cause. A lack of control groups in Blanchard's work lead some to wonder how different bisexual, lesbian and asexual transsexual women are from bisexual, lesbian and asexual cisgender women. Also, because Blanchard's clinic turned down about 98% of all applicants during the time they controlled funding, many have asked whether that led to approval for more applicants who fit his model. Similar criticisms have been leveled against gatekeepers using other models.

The model has also been questioned on the grounds that it does not properly account for the behavior and self-identification of a great many transsexual and transgender women. Proponents of the concept have asserted that "autogynephiles," persons who are assumed to fit this model, are willfully deceiving others in claiming to exhibit behaviour that does not fit within it. J. Michael Bailey, a notable proponent, quotes Maxine Petersen as saying "most gender patients lie" and he himself claims that "the most common way that autogynephiles mislead others is by denying the erotic components of their gender bending" (Bailey, 2003, pp. 172–173). In addition, he has claimed that "Blanchard has shown in a couple of clever studies that nonhomosexual transgender patients who deny autogynephilia still show evidence for it" (Rodkin, 2003). The motivation for transgender and transsexual people who may not feel open to discussing these matters during diagnosis by gatekeepers has not been investigated by the model's proponents; critics of the model claim that these people are under pressure to report certain "correct" symptoms in order to navigate legal and medical protocols. The assertion that any transperson who claims not to fit into this framework must be "lying" has been widely criticized as making this model unscientific because it becomes unfalsifiable.

Sexual Fantasies

It has been reported widely in clinical and lay literature that some people have sexual fantasies about being the other sex. These people may or may not also be transgendered. When viewed as a psychosexual pathology, these fantasies are considered a type of paraphilia.

Transmen

Transmen, that is female-to-male transgender persons, are only briefly mentioned by Blanchard. According to him, all transmen are of the "homosexual" type, that is attracted to women, since, according to proponents of the theory, "all paraphilias occur exclusively (or nearly exclusively) in men" (Bailey, 171). However, this is contradicted by reports of almost all transmen groups that at least one third of transmen are exclusively attracted to men, and that many consider themselves bisexual or similar.

Acceptance by some transwomen

A small minority of transwomen have accepted this diagnosis as an adequate description of themselves. Reasons for the acceptance of this theory can be:

· The predecessor of the current gender dysphoria model, a theory that could be called the transsexual/transvestism model (i.e the Benjamin Scale), practically prohibited any sexual feelings related to cross-dressing or cross-living (or at least the revelation of these feelings) for the diagnosis of transsexualism, which in turn was necessary for medical treatment. The autogynephilia model lumped "male gender dysphorics, paedophiles and fetishists" into a group that can be considered for this diagnosis as transsexual because of their "erotic target location error" (Freund 1993). 

· Because Blanchard's model makes no distinction in sexuality between transsexualism and transvestism, some who would have previously been diagnosed as "transvestitic applicants for sex reassignment" find this conflation validating and a step up in social acceptability from being "just a crossdresser" to "more than a crossdresser." 

· The current mental illness diagnosis of gender identity disorder allows for sexual feelings related to cross-gender feelings, and also distinguishes far less rigidly between "transsexuals" and "transvestites" than its predecessor. 

Critics point out that those who embrace this model as an identity are participating in their own pathologization. Other transsexual and transgender people who describe erotic elements to their feelings take issue with Blanchard's terminology because it diagnoses a psychosexual pathology. It also claims this erotic element is the primary explanation and the motivating force. Further, critics note that there is no evidence that differential diagnosis based on sexual history leads to higher satisfaction rates among clients of trans health services.

The pathologization of socially unacceptable erotic interests has a long history, and recent clinical diagnoses such as "ego-dystonic homosexuality" and "nymphomania" have fallen into disrepute. Critics of the model expect "autogynephilia" will similarly be eventually discredited as a diagnosis.

· urolagnia: sexual attraction to urine 

Urolagnia (also known as urophilia) is a paraphilia involving sexual attraction to urine.

People with urolagnia often like to urinate in public, or urinate on, or be urinated on by other people, and may drink the urine. The consumption of urine is urophagia. Some like to watch others doing these things. These activities are often described by the euphemisms "golden showers" or "watersports" (which should not be confused with water sports).

As a sexual fetish, urine may be consumed or the person may bathe oneself in it. Other variations include arousal from wetting or seeing someone else wet their pants or underclothes, or wetting the bed. For some individuals the phenomenon may include a diaper fetish and/or arousal from infantilism. Watersports may also be used in a BDSM scene as a form of humiliation, sometimes involving desperation until incontinence or infantilization, sometimes physical humiliation associated with being urinated on or pressured to consume urine.

In contrast to practices such as coprophagia, urolagnia is generally considered harmless, as the urine of healthy individuals is sterile. However, a small risk exists if there is disease present, or bacterial infection of the urethra. There may also be secondary effects, such as skin rashes in individuals sensitive to urine.

In the absence of STDs, urine is generally safe to drink in small quantities. The main dangers are the high salt and mineral content. The high salt content usually does not pose a problem if the urine is sufficiently diluted and not consumed in mass quantities. One may also wish to drink some water after consuming urine in order to mitigate the effect of the high salt. The person whose urine will be consumed may also wish to drink some water (or diet soda, see below) several hours before the act in order to dilute the urine. There are also several popular brands of low-sodium urine.

Since artificial sweeteners are excreted in urine, consuming artificial sweetener before urine play can lend a sweet taste to the urine. Drinking diet soda, or other beverages containing artificial sweetener, before urine play will have the dual effect of diluting the urine and sweetening it. However, if you taste sugar in you or your partner's urine and you or your partner have not consumed artificial sweetener, this may be a sign of diabetes and you should see a doctor.

The participants should use caution or avoid drinking urine if one or both of them are taking vitamin or mineral supplements or medication, since many of these are excreted in urine.

Urolagnia is sometimes associated with, or confused with, a sexual attraction to someone experiencing the discomfort or pain of a full bladder, a sadomasochistic inclination.

Other practices

Some people drink large quantities of their own urine as part of what they consider to be alternative medicine. This is generally not considered to be urolagnia.

Other mammals

Male porcupines use urine to soften the females' quills before mating. Male elephants urinate on themselves, and roll in urine-filled mud as a method of attracting females.

Homosexuality was previously listed as a paraphilia in the DSM-I and DSM-II, but this has been rejected from the DSM-III and DSM-IV, consistent with the change of attitude among psychiatrists. There is still a disorder of homosexuality, but this refers to the repression of homosexuality. Likewise Zoophilia was clinically re-evaluated between DSM-III and DSM-IV. As of 2004, Transvestic Fetishism was still listed as a paraphilia in the DSM-IV-TR.

Note that non-consensual sadomasochistic acts may constitute assault, and therefore belong in the list below. Some jurisdictions criminalize some or all sadomasochistic acts, regardless of consent.

Non-consensual exhibitionism in public places, where people who have not previously consented to watch are exposed to sexual display, is also an offense in most jurisdictions. (See indecent exposure).

Non-consensual and criminal paraphilias

The paraphilias listed below are either non-consensual or, if acted out, sex crimes criminal in most jurisdictions (though these paraphilia can be acted out in through role-playing or sex chatrooms) .

· biastophilia: sexual pleasure from committing rape 

Biastophilia is a paraphilia in which sexual arousal becomes dependent on sexually assaulting a non-consenting, surprised, terrified, and struggling stranger. This is rape even though most rapes are committed by normophilic men (men whose sexual practices are not otherwise considered sexually deviant). The main source of the sexual arousal is the actual fear, surprise, and resistance from the victim.

Biastophilia is sometimes confused with raptophilia, sexual arousal from being raped

· lust murder: sexual arousal through committing murder

A lust murder is a homicide in which the offender stabs, cuts, pierces, slashes, or otherwise mutilates the sexual organs or areas of the victim's body. The mutilation of the victim may include evisceration and/or displacement of the genitalia. It also includes such activities as posing and propping of the body in different positions, generally sexual ones; insertion of objects into bodily orfices; anthropophagy (the consumption of human blood and/or flesh) and necrophilia (the performing of sex acts on a human corpse).

A lust murder begins with the obsessive compulsions of the offender. Generally, they have a sexual obsession with their victims, and organized lust murderers may stalk their victims for months or weeks before the actual killing. The signature component of the crime, that which names it a lust murder, is the killer acting out their fantasies with their victims and the bodies of those victims. Lust murder is a common feature in the criminal careers of serial killers. 

· necrophilia: sexual attraction to corpses 

Necrophilia according to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, is a paraphilia characterized by a sexual attraction to corpses. It comes from Greek words meaning "love of the dead".

Figuratively, the term "necrophilia" describes an inordinate desire to control another person, usually in the context of a romantic or interpersonal relationship; the accusation is that the person is so interpersonally controlling as to be better-suited to relationships with nonresponsive people.

Necrophilia has also been a motive for some serial killers, including murderers Ed Gein, Richard Chase, Winston Moseley and Jeffrey Dahmer, who ate his victims after killing them. Several other murderers have described drawing sexual excitement from killing, as well, such as Karla Faye Tucker, who claimed to have an orgasm with each swing of the axe she used to kill Jerry Lynn Dean. The guilty-plea testimony provided by the recently captured (2005) serial killer Dennis Rader provided a rare public glimpse into the workings of such a controlling mind.

· necrozoophilia: sexual attraction to the corpses or killings of animals, or necrobestiality 

Consensuality issue

A sexual act with a corpse is generally considered socially unacceptable; the presumption being that the person would not have consented to the act while alive, it amounts to the rape of a dead person. Virtually all human societies condemn abuse of the dead as a form of symbolic disrespect. In rare cases, however, necrophiliac acts can be consensual: for example, in the Armin Meiwes case, the victim gave his consent to the mutilation and death inflicted upon him.

Health and safety issues

Stories have circulated for many years about catching horrible diseases due to sexual contact with decomposing corpses. Many of them appear be urban legends. However, it is safe to assume that medical examiners wash their hands both before and after their work.

Necrophilia in neo-psychoanalysis

In the analytic social psychology of Erich Fromm necrophilia is a character orientation which shows an increasing tendency toward destructiveness. Used in a non-sexual sense Erich Fromm understood necrophilia as an everyday behavior which is not an expression of a biologically fixated death instinct, but the consequence of a life without being really alive.

For Erich Fromm necrophilia is the opposite of biophilia. The lack of love in the western society leads to necrophilia. Symbols of the necrophile are façades made of concrete and steel, modern weapon systems, the idolatry of the technology of the megamachine (technophilia), the wasting of resources in consumerism and the treatment of people as things in bureaucratism.

Necrophilia in the arts

While not necrophilia, romantic connections between love and death are a frequent theme in Western artistic expression. The Shakespeare tragedy Romeo and Juliet ends with the young lovers united in death. Edgar Allen Poe once described the death of a beautiful young woman to be one of the most beautiful images. (By this, he was not saying that it is a good thing for young women to die; to him melancholy and pain were sources of beauty.) Many alternative rock artists also focus on the connection between romantic love and death, despair, and the occult; in Europe, the most notable example is Him, and more generally the artists of the love metal movement. A comparable American analogue might be Stabbing Westward, a goth rock band whose songs dealt with despair, drug abuse, sexual abuse, death, and romantic love, often in conjunction. A second Goth rock band known as the Murderdolls, lead by Wednesday 13, has created a life style out of singing about Necrophilia and sexual acts with the dead.

An extension of the emotional connection between love and death is love for a person, which remains after death. Some ghost stories focus on a deceased person's undying love for a living individual, manifest literally in the form of a palpable ghost or poltergeist. While it is considered a romantic image for a person to die "in the arms" of a lover, sexual activity with the dead is usually considered taboo, but has appeared in recent film and music.

Resurrection erotica is a set of artistic sub-genres wherein a person is brought back from a nonresponsive state (death, or a coma) by an expression, sometimes graphically physical, of romantic or sexual love. An example of this in fairy tale is the Sleeping Beauty parable.

The controversial German film Nekromantik offers a graphic portrayal of sexual necrophilia, and the Canadian film Kissed is about a woman who works in a morgue and finds herself erotically drawn to the corpses she deals with. In the 1970s, shock rocker Alice Cooper recorded a couple of songs about necrophilia, "I Love the Dead", and "Cold Ethyl". In the 1980s and '90s, necrophilia emerged in the heavy metal sub-genres of death metal, black metal and goregrind. In 1993, a music video for Tom Petty's hit song "Mary Jane's Last Dance" featured the singer simulating various romantic poses with a dead woman (played by Kim Basinger).

Among animals

Necrophilia appears to be common in animals, with a number of confirmed observations. Kees Moeliker made one of these observations while he was sitting in his office at the Natuurmuseum Rotterdam, when he heard the distinctive thud of a bird hitting the glass facade of the building. Upon inspection, he discovered a drake mallard lying dead about two meters from the building. Next to the downed bird there was a second drake mallard standing close by. As he observed the odd couple, the living drake picked at the corpse of the dead one for a few minutes and then, without provocation, it mounted the corpse and began copulating with it. The act of necrophilia lasted for about 75 minutes, in which time, according to Moeliker, the living drake took two short breaks before resuming with copulating behavior. Moeliker surmised that at the time of the collision with the window the two mallards were engaged in a common motif in duck behavior which is called rape flight. "When one died the other one just went for it and didn't get any negative feedback -- well, didn't get any feedback," according to Moeliker. This is the first recorded case of homosexual necrophilia in the Mallard duck.

Source: Guardian, Research News, 2/8/05, Donald MacLeod. "Necrophilia among ducks ruffles research feathers".

Pop Culture

Satirical songwriter Tom Lehrer, whose 1950s recordings mentioned many topics not normally openly discussed in those days, referenced a friend of his who "wrote a heartwarming story about a young necrophiliac who finally achieved his lifelong ambition by becoming Coroner!" Lehrer gave the audience a few seconds to murmur in bewilderment, and then said, "The rest of you can look it up when you get home!"

The 1985 film Brazil by Terry Gilliam has a reference toward the end of the story.

In 2002, World Wrestling Entertainment ran the infamous Katie Vick storyline as part of a feud between Triple H and Kane. In the storyline, Triple H accused Kane of killing Katie Vick, who had rejected Kane's romantic advances, and raping her corpse. Triple H also threatened to show footage of Kane's "crimes." Later, he showed the alleged footage, which clearly showed Triple H dressed as Kane simulating an act of necrophilia on a mannequin dressed as Vick. The reaction from viewers and wrestling fans alike was so negative that WWE was forced to quickly end the storyline.

It is interesting to note that the preceding four paraphilias are common among serial killers.
· pedophilia: sexual attraction to pre-pubescents 

· frotteurism: sexual arousal through rubbing one's self against a non-consenting stranger in public 

· telephone scatologia: being sexually aroused by making obscene telephone calls 

An obscene phone call is a telephone call that entails sexual or vulgar communication. This article discusses obscene calls that are imposed on one party by another. Sexually explicit calls in which both participants consent and willingly participate are generally known as phone sex.

Making obscene telephone calls for sexual pleasure is known as telephone scatalogia. It is usually classed as a paraphilia from a medical viewpoint, although from the viewpoint of the recipient of the calls, and of the law, it is generally considered to be a form of sexual harassment.

Obscene phone calls exploit the potential of the telephone system for real or apparent anonymous communication. It is generally believed that the callers want the attention of their victims, and in some cases are willing to frighten them to get attention.

The advent of caller ID has greatly reduced the number of obscene phone calls.

Generally, recipients of obscene phone calls are advised to simply put the telephone down on obscene callers, and to report their caller ID to the police. If caller ID is not available, they should still report the call to the police; in the event of repeated or extreme cases, the police will get the telephone company to reveal the true calling number, which is logged by the telephone company computers, regardless of caller ID settings, and stored for at least a complete billing cycle (and far longer in most jurisdictions).

· zoophilia: sexual attraction to animals, or bestiality 

Zoophilia (from the Greek Zoon, "animal", and Philia, "friendship or love") is a paraphilia, defined as an affinity or sexual attraction by a human to non-human animals. Such individuals are called zoophiles. The more recent terms zoosexual and zoosexuality also describe the full spectrum of human/animal attraction. A separate term, bestiality (more common in mainstream usage), refers to human/animal sexual activity. To avoid confusion about the meaning of zoophilia – which may refer to the dictionary definition, paraphilia, or sexual activity – this article uses zoophilia for the former, and zoosexuality for the sexual act. The two terms are independent: not all sexual acts with animals are performed by zoophiles, and not all zoophiles engage in sexual activity.

Zoophilia is usually considered to be unnatural, and sexual acts with animals are often condemned as animal abuse and/or outlawed as "crimes against nature". Some, such as philosopher and animal rights author Peter Singer, argue that this is not inherently the case, a view that was endorsed by People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals president Ingrid Newkirk [1].

The activity or desire itself is no longer classified as a pathology under DSM-IV (TR) (the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of the American Psychiatric Association) unless accompanied by distress or interference with normal functioning on the part of the person. Critics point out that that DSM-IV opinion says nothing about the well being of the animal; defenders, on the other hand, argue that a human/animal relationship can go far beyond sexuality, and that animals are capable of forming what is claimed to be a loving relationship that can last for years, and they do not consider it functionally different from any other love/sex relationship.

Terminology

The general term "zoophilia" was first introduced into the field of research on sexuality by Krafft-Ebing (1894). The terms zoosexual and zoosexuality, signifying the entire spectrum of emotional and sexual attraction and/or orientation to animals, have also been used since the 1980s (cited by Miletski, 1999), to suggest an analogy to homosexual or heterosexual orientations. Individuals with a strong affinity for animals but without a sexual interest can be described as "non-sexual" (or "emotional") zoophiles, but may object to the "zoophile" label. They are commonly called animal lovers instead.

The ambiguous term sodomy has sometimes been used in legal contexts to include zoosexual acts. "Zooerasty" is an older term, not in common use. In pornography, human/animal sex is occasionally referred to as farmsex or dogsex.

Amongst zoophiles, the term "bestialist" has acquired a negative connotation implying a lower concern for animal welfare. This arises from the desire by some zoophiles to distinguish zoophilia as a fully relational outlook (sexual or otherwise), from simple "ownership with sex." Others describe themselves as zoophiles and bestialists in accordance with the dictionary definitions of the words.

Extent of occurrence

The extent to which zoophilia occurs is not known with any certainty, largely because feelings which may not have been acted upon can be difficult to quantify, lack of clear divide between non-sexual zoophilia and everyday pet care, and reluctance by most zoophiles to disclose their feelings. Instead most research into zoophilia has focused on its characteristics, rather than quantifying it.

Scientific surveys estimating the frequency of zoosexuality, as well as anecdotal evidence and informal surveys, suggest that more than 1-2% -- and perhaps as many as 8-10% -- of sexually active adults have had significant sexual experience with an animal at some point in their lives. Studies suggest that a larger number (perhaps 10-30% depending on area) have fantasized or had some form of brief encounter. Larger figures such as 50% for rural teenagers (living on or near livestock farms) have been cited in some surveys, but these statistics are uncertain. Anecdotally, Nancy Friday's 1973 book on female sexuality My Secret Garden comprised around 180 women's contributions; of these, some 10% volunteered a serious interest or active participation in zoophilia.

Sexual fantasies about zoosexual acts can occur in people who do not wish to experience them in real life, and may simply reflect normal imagination and curiosity. Latent zoophile tendencies may be common; the frequency of interest and sexual excitement in watching animals mate is cited as an indicator of this by Massen (1994).

Legal status

No jurisdiction is known to recognize zoophilic relationships, as such. They are legally no different from that of a person who keeps a pet or owns livestock.

Zoosexual acts are illegal in many jurisdictions, while others generally outlaw the mistreatment of animals without specifically mentioning sexuality. Because it is unresolved under the law whether sexual relations with an animal are inherently "abusive" or "mistreatment", this leaves the status of zoosexuality unclear in some jurisdictions.

· Just over half of U.S. states explicitly outlaw sex with animals (sometimes under the name "sodomy"). In the 2000s, six U.S. states adopted new legislation against it: Oregon, Maine, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, and Missouri. An anomaly that arose in many U.S. states was that when laws outlawing "sodomy" (generally in the context of male homosexuality) were repealed or struck down by the courts, some people thought sex with animals would no longer be outlawed. But the 2004 conviction of a man in Florida demonstrated that even in states with no specific laws against zoosexual acts, animal cruelty statutes can be applied (e.g. State vs. Mitchell). 

· In Australia, laws are determined at the state level, with all but the Australian Capital Territory and Jervis Bay Territory explicitly outlawing it. 

· In Germany, sex with animals is not specifically outlawed (but trading pornography showing it is, cf. §184a StGB). In West Germany, the law making it a crime (§175b StGB, which also outlawed homosexual acts) was removed in 1969. East Germany before reunification had no law against zoosexuality; zoosexual pornography, however, was very restricted. Certain barriers are set by the Animal Protection Law (Tierschutzgesetz). 

· In the United Kingdom, it is illegal, with section 69 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 reducing the sentence to a maximum of 2 years imprisonment, for human penile penetration of or by an animal. 

· Zoosexual acts are illegal in Canada (section 160 forbidding "bestiality", note that the term is not defined further, so it is not quite clear what it might cover) 

· In some countries laws existed against single males living with female animals, for example an old Peruvian law prohibited single males from having a female alpaca (llama). 

· In the Netherlands in 2004, newspapers reported concern by a legislator that a man caught having sex in a neighbor's barn with a horse not belonging to him could not be prosecuted because no law was broken. There was no visible injury to the horse. 

Legality by US State

(As of July 3, 2004. This information was gathered by countless individuals over time from information freely available from the public domain. Please be aware that this data is not guaranteed to be current, as state laws change frequently and with little fanfare.)

Penal codes are cited where applicable.

Sexual contact with animals is legal (or at least not expressly outlawed) in these U.S. states:

· Alaska 

· Arizona 

· Colorado 

· Connecticut 

· Florida 

· Hawaii 

· Kentucky 

· Louisiana 

· Nebraska 

· Nevada 

· New Hampshire 

· New Jersey 

· New Mexico 

· Ohio 

· South Dakota 

· Texas 

· Vermont 

· Washington (bill is being introduced 2005) 

· West Virginia 

· Wyoming 

Sexual contact with animals is a confirmed misdemeanor in these states:

· California (Penal Code Section 286.5 Misdemeanor) 

· Minnesota (Minn. Stat. @609.294, (1993) Either fine of not more than $3,000 or sentence of not more than 1 year.) 

· New York (NY CLS Penal @130.20 (1994) Class A misdemeanor) 

· Utah ("Bestiality" 76-9-301.8 Class B Misdemeanor) 

Sexual contact with animals is a confirmed felony in these states:

· Delaware (11 Del. C. @777 (1993) Class D Criminal felony) 

· Georgia (O.C.G.A. @16-6-6 (1994) 1-5 yr. jail sentence) 

· Idaho (Idaho Code @18-6605 (1994) "length of imprisonment in excess of 5 years is in discretion of court.") 

· Iowa (aggrivated misdemenor) 

· Kansas (K.S.A. @2103506 (1993) Aggravated crime, sodomy, security level 2 felony) 

· Maine (17-A M.R.S. @ 251 (1994) Class C Crime; 3-5 yrs) 

· Maryland (Unnatural/Perverted Sexual Acts Article 27, Section 553. Up to $1,000 fine, max of 10 years prison) 

· Massachusetts (Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 272 @34 (1994) Jail sentence of not more than 20 years) 

· Michigan (MCL @750.185 (1992) Jail sentence not more than 15 years) 

· Mississippi (Miss. Code. Ann., @97-29-59 Sentence of not more than 10 years) 

· Montana (Mont. Code. Ann., @45-5-505 (1994) 10 year sentence and/or $50,000 fine) 

· North Carolina (N.C. Gen. Stat. @14-177 (1994) Class I felony. 3-10 yrs) 

· Oklahoma (21 Okl. St. @886 (1994) "imprisonment not to exceed 10 years") 

· Rhode Island (R.I. Gen. Laws @11-10-1 (1993) 7-20 years) 

· South Carolina (S.C. Code Ann. @16-15-120 (1993) 5 yrs jail and/or fine of at least $500) 

· Virginia (Va. Code. Ann. @18.2-361 (1994) Class 6 Felony) 

· Washington D.C. (DC Code @22-3502 (1994) ("Sexual Psychopath" chapter) Fine not more than $1000 and/or sentence of not more than 10 yrs) 

Sexual contact with animals is illegal in these states but the exact penalty varies or is unconfirmed:

· Alabama (Code of Ala. @13A-6-63 (1994) "sodomy in 1st degree" criminal offense) 

· Arkansas (Ark. Stat. Ann. @13A-6-63 (1994) "sodomy in 1st degree" criminal offense) 

· Illinois (720 ILCS 5/12-12 (1994) Crime) 

· Indiana (Burn Ind. Code. Ann. @35-42-4-2 (1994)) 

· North Dakota (N.D. Cent. Code @12.1-20-03, 12.1-20-07, 12.1-20-12 (1993) Various penalties, & can be considered either "gross sexual imposition", "sexual assault" or "deviate sexual act") 

· Oregon 

· Pennsylvania (18 Pa. C. S. @3101, 3123 and 3124 (1994)) 

· Tennessee (Tenn. Code. Ann. @39-13-501 (1994)) 

· Wisconsin (Wis. State. @944.17 (1993)) 

Zoophiles

Zoophilia as a lifestyle

Separate from those whose interest is curiosity, pornography, or sexual novelty, are those for whom zoophilia might be called a lifestyle or orientation. A commonly reported starting age is at puberty, around 9 - 11, and this seems consistent for both males and females. Those who discover an interest at an older age often trace it back to nascent form during this period or earlier.

Zoophiles tend to perceive differences between animals and human beings as less significant than others do, and view animals as having positive traits (e.g. honesty) that humans often lack. They tend to feel that society's understanding of non-human sexuality is misinformed. Although some feel guilty about their feelings and view them as a problem, others do not feel a need to be constrained by traditional standards in their private relationships.

The biggest difficulties many zoophiles report are the inability to be accepted or open about their animal relationships and feelings with friends and family, and the fear of harm, rejection or loss of companions if it became known (see the closet and outing). Other major issues are hidden loneliness and isolation (due to lack of contact with others who share this attraction or a belief they are alone), and the repeated deaths of animals they consider lifelong soulmates (because most species have far shorter lifespans than humans and they cannot openly grieve or talk about feelings of loss). Zoophiles do not usually cite internal conflicts over religion as their major issue, perhaps because zoophilia, although condemned by many religions, is not a frequent subject of their teachings.

Zoophilic sexual relationships vary, and may be based upon variations of human-style relationships (in particular, remaining monogamous), animal-style relationships (both participants making their own sexual choices, human as protector), or blending the two in various ways.

Zoophiles may or may not have human partners and families. Some zoophiles have an affinity or attraction to animals secondary to human attraction; others have a primary preference for animal companions. In some cases human family or friends are aware of the relationship with the animal and its nature, in others it is hidden. This can sometimes give rise to issues of guilt (re: divided loyalties and concealment) or jealousy within human relationships [2]. Zoophiles sometimes enter human relationships to deflect suspicions of zoophilia, or due to growing up within traditional expectations. Others may choose looser forms of human relationship as companions or housemates, live alone, or choose other zoophiles to live with.

Non-sexual zoophilia

Although the term is often used to refer to sexual interest in animals, zoophilia is not necessarily sexual in nature. In psychology and sociology it is sometimes used without regard to sexual implications. The first definition listed for the word on dictionary.com is "Affection or affinity for animals". Other definitions are:

· "Erotic attraction to or sexual contact with animals" 

· "Attraction to or affinity for animals" 

· "An erotic fixation on animals that may result in sexual excitement through real or fancied contact" 

The common feature of "zoophilia" is some form of affective bond to animals beyond the usual, whether emotional or sexual in nature. Non-sexual zoophilia is generally accepted in society, and although sometimes ridiculed, it is usually respected or tolerated. Examples of non-sexual zoophilia can be found on animal memorial pages such as in-memory-of-pets.com memorial and support site, or by googling "pet memorials".

Zoophiles and other groups

Zoophiles are often confused with furries or therians (or "weres"), that is, people with an interest in anthropomorphism, or people who believe they share some kind of inner connection with animals (spiritual, emotional or otherwise). While the membership of all three groups probably overlap in part, it is untrue to say that all furs or therians have a sexual interest in animals (subconscious or otherwise). Many furs find anthropomorphic adult art erotic and enjoy the companionship of animals, but have no wish to extend their interest beyond an affinity or emotional bond to sexual activity. Those who consider themselves both zoophiles and furries, often call themselves zoo-furs or fuzzies. The size of this group is not known, although an oft-cited figure is 5% of furries, which is not dissimilar to typical estimates of the percentage within the population generally. Expresions of fur fetishism such as fursuiting, are usually considered a form of costuming, rather than an expression of zoosexual interest and are usually legal.

Perspectives on zoophilia

Psychological and research perspectives

DSM-III-R (APA, 1987) stated that sexual contact with animals is almost never a clinically significant problem by itself (Cerrone, 1991), and therefore both this and the later DSM-IV (APA, 1994) subsumed it under the residual classification "paraphilias not otherwise specified".

The first detailed studies which included zoophilia date from prior to 1910. Research into zoophilia in its own right has happened since around 1960. Each significant study from Masters (1962) to Beetz (2002) has drawn and agreed on several broad conclusions:

· The critical aspect to study was emotion, relationship, and motive, not just assess or judge the sexual act alone, in isolation, or as "an act". (Masters, Miletski, Beetz) 

· Most zoophiles do have human relationships (Masters, Beetz) 

· Society in general at present is misinformed about zoophilia (Masters, Miletski, Weinberg, Beetz) 

· Zoophiles' emotions and care to animals can be real, relational, authentic and (within animals' abilities) reciprocal (Masters, Miletski, Weinberg, Beetz) 

· Contrary to popular belief, there is in fact significant popular or "latent" interest in zoophilia, either in fantasy, animal mating, or reality (Nancy Friday, Massen, Masters) 

· The distinction between zoophilia and zoosadism is highlighted by each of these studies, in whatever terms they use. 

· Masters (1962), Miletski (1999) and Weinberg (2003) each comment significantly on the social harm caused by these, and other misunderstandings: "This destroy[s] the lives of many citizens". 

At times, research has been cited based upon the degree of zoosexual or zoosadistic related history within populations of juvenile and other persistent offenders, prison populations with records of violence, and people with prior psychological issues. Such studies are not viewed professionally as valid means to research or profile zoophilia, as the results would be based upon populations pre-selected as knowingly having high proportions of criminal records, abusive tendencies and/or psychological issues. This approach (used in some older research and quoted to demonstrate pathology) is considered discredited and unrepresentative by researchers.

Religious perspectives

Most organized religions take a critical or sometimes condemnatory view of zoophilia or zoosexuality, with some variation and exceptions.

· Passages in Leviticus 18:23 ("And you shall not lie with any beast and defile yourself with it, neither shall any woman give herself to a beast to lie with it: it is a perversion." RSV) and 20:15-16 ("If a man lies with a beast, he shall be put to death; and you shall kill the beast. If a woman approaches any beast and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the beast; they shall be put to death, their blood is upon them." RSV) are cited by Jewish, Christian, and Muslim theologians as categorical denunciation of zoosexuality. Some theologians (especially Christian) extend this, to consider lustful thoughts for animal as a sin. Alternatively, many Christians and some non-Orthodox Jews do not regard the full Levitical laws as binding upon them, and may consider them irrelevant. Some zoophiles take this injunction to indicate that sex with animals in the missionary position is forbidden, but that other positions are not specifically mentioned nor apparently against the divine will. 

· Although condemned in Islam, views of its seriousness seem to cover a wide spectrum. Some sources claim that sex with animals is abhorrent, others state that while condemned, it is treated with "relative indulgence" and in a similar category to masturbation and lesbianism (Bouhdiba: Sexuality in Islam, Ch.4 link). A book "Tahrirolvasyleh", cited on the internet, which quotes the Ayatollah Khomeini approving of sex with animals under certain conditions, is unconfirmed and possibly a forgery. 

· There are several references in Hindu scriptures to religious figures engaging in sexual activity with animals (e.g. the god Brahma lusting after and having sex with a bear, a human-like sage being born to a deer mother), and actual Vedic rituals involving zoophilia (see Ashvamedha). However, Hindu doctrine holds that sex should be restricted to married couples, thereby forbidding zoosexual acts. A greater punishment is attached to sexual relations with a sacred cow than with other animals. However, the Tantric sect of Hinduism makes use of ritual sexual practices, which could include sexual contact with animals. 

· Buddhism addresses sexual conduct primarily in terms of what brings harm to oneself or to others, and the admonition against sexual misconduct is generally interpreted in modern times to prohibit zoosexual acts, as well as pederasty, adultery, rape, or prostitution. Zoosexuality (as well as various other sexual activity) is expressly forbidden for Buddhist monks and nuns. 

Animal rights and welfare concerns

One of the primary critiques of zoophilia is the argument that zoosexuality is harmful to animals. Some state this categorically; that any sexual activity is necessarily abuse. Critics also point to examples in which animals were clearly abused, having been tied up, assaulted, or injured. Defenders of zoophilia argue that animal abuse is neither typical of nor commonplace within zoophilia, and that just as sexual activity with humans can be both abusive and not, so can sexual activity with animals.

In comment on Peter Singer's article "Heavy Petting", which controversially argued that zoosexuality need not be abusive and if so loving relationships could form, Ingrid Newkirk, then president of the American animal rights group PETA, added this endorsement: "If a girl gets sexual pleasure from riding a horse, does the horse suffer? If not, who cares? If you French kiss your dog and he or she thinks it's great, is it wrong? We believe all exploitation and abuse is wrong. If it isn't exploitation and abuse, [then] it may not be wrong."

Bornemann (1990, cited by Rosenbauer 1997) coined the separate term "zoosadism" for those who derive pleasure from inflicting pain on an animal, sometimes with a sexual component. Some extreme examples of zoosadism include necrozoophilia, the sexual enjoyment of killing animals (similar to "lust murder" in humans), sexual penetration of fowl such as hens (fatal in itself) and strangling at orgasm, mutilation, sexual assault with objects (including screwdrivers and knives), interspecies rape, and sexual assault on immature animals such as puppies. Some horse-ripping incidents have a sexual connotation (Schedel-Stupperich, 2001). The link between sadistic sexual acts with animals and sadistic practices with humans or lust murders has been heavily researched. Some murderers tortured animals in their childhood and also sexual relations with animals occurred. Ressler et al. (1986) found that 8 of their sample of 36 sexual murderers showed an interest in zoosexual acts.

Sexology information sites (if sufficiently detailed) are usually careful to distinguish zoosadism from zoophilia: Humboldt Berlin University Sexology Dept sex-lexis.com and sexualcounselling.com.

Cultural perspectives

Among the Masai, it was customary for older boys to have sexual relations with she-asses. Young Riffian boys also had sexual liaisons with female asses (Ford and Beach, 1951, pp. 147-148). Among the Tswana of Africa, boys assigned to the care of cattle frequently engaged in zoosexual activity. It was also common in the Gusti tribes and considered rather harmless, but boys were reprimanded and warned against this activity. Miner and DeVos (1960) comment that amongst Arab tribal cultures, "Bestiality with goats, sheep, or camels provides another outlet. These practices are not approved but they are recognized as common among boys."

Health and safety

Humans and animals cannot make each other pregnant, but infections due to unclean partners could be an issue for either party. Most diseases are specific to particular species and cannot be sexually transmitted, so humans and animals cannot catch many diseases from zoosexual acts, however a few uncommon but treatable infections such as Brucellosis can be transferred. AIDS is fragile and only lives in primates (humans, apes and monkeys) and is not believed to survive long in other species. Animals' and humans' bodily fluids are not normally harmful to the other, but allergic reactions occasionally do occur, however rarely.

In terms of physical compatibility and injury, many medium/large domesticated species appear to be physically compatible with humans. The main non-deliberate physical risks are of injury, either through ignorance of physical differences, forcefulness, or for female animals, excessive friction or infection. Humans may also be at substantial physical risk and seriously harmed by sexual activity with animals. Larger animals may have the strength and defensive attributes (e.g. hooves, teeth) to injure a human, either in rejecting physical or sexual contact, or in the course of sexual arousal. For example, the penis of a sexually aroused dog has a broad bulb at the base which can cause injury if forcibly pulled from a body orifice, equines can thrust suddenly and "flare", and many animals bite as part of sexual excitement and foreplay.

On July 2, 2005 a man died of peritonitis in Enumclaw, Washington after being anally penetrated by a stallion. [3]
Arguments about zoophilia or zoosexuality

Platonic love for animals is usually viewed positively, but most people express concern or disapproval of sexual interest. Criticisms come from a variety of sources, including moral, ethical, psychological, and social arguments. They include:

· "Sexual activity between species is unnatural." 

· "Animals are not sentient, and therefore unable to consent." (similar to arguments against sex with human minors) 

· "Animals are incapable of relating to or forming relationships with humans." 

· "Zoosexuality is simply for those unable/unwilling to find human partners." 

· "Sexual acts with animals by humans constitute physical abuse." 

· "Zoosexuality is "profoundly disturbed behaviour" (cf. the UK Home Office review on sexual offences, 2002). 

· "It offends human dignity or is forbidden by religious law." 

· "Animals mate for no purpose other than to produce young." 

Defenders of zoophilia or zoosexuality counterargue that:

· "'Natural' is debatable, and not necessarily relevant." 

· "Animals are capable of sexual consent - and even initiation - in their own way." 

· "Animals do form mutual relationships with humans." 

· "Many zoophiles appear to have human partners and relationships; equally as many are simply not attracted to humans sexually." 

· "It is inaccurate to state that zoosexual activity is inherently harmful/abusive." 

· "The psychological profession consensus does not consider it intrinsically pathological and has tended on the whole to substantiate rather than rebut zoophiles' claims." 

· "Perspectives on human dignity and religious viewpoints differ and a large number of people do not consider them important factors." 

· "Both male and female domestic animals of several species can experience the physical sensation of orgasm, and can strongly solicit and demonstrate appreciation for it in their body language, similarly to humans." 

They also assert that some of these arguments rely on double standards, such as expecting informed consent from animals for sexual activity (and not accepting consent given in their own manner), but not for surgical procedures, aesthetic mutilation, castration, experimentation, hazardous activities, euthanasia, and slaughter. Likewise if animals cannot give consent, then it follows that they must not have sex with each other (amongst themselves).

People's views appear to depend significantly upon the nature of their interest and nature of exposure to the subject. People who have been exposed to zoosadism, who are unsympathetic to alternate lifestyles in general, or who know little about zoophilia, often regard it as an extreme form of animal abuse, and/or indicative of serious psychosexual issues. Mental health professionals and personal acquaintances of zoophiles who see their relationships over time tend to be less critical, and sometimes supportive. Ethologists who study and understand animal behaviour and body language tend to be matter-of-fact about animal sexuality and animal approaches to humans, and their research is generally supportive of some of the claims by zoophiles regarding animal cognition, behaviour, and sexual-relational-emotional issues. Because the majority opinion is condemnatory, individuals may be more accepting privately than they present to the public. Regardless, there is a clear consensus which regards zoophilia with either suspicion or outright opposition.

Mythology and fantasy literature





Pan copulating with a goat; marble sculpture from the ancient city of Herculaneum
From cave paintings onward and throughout human history, zoophilia has been a recurring subject in art, literature, and fantasy.

In Ugaritic mythology, the god Baal is said to have impregnated a heifer to sire a young bull god. In Greek mythology, Zeus appeared to Leda in the form of a swan, and her children Helen and Polydeuces resulted from that sexual union. Zeus also seduced Europa in the form of a bull, and carried off the youth Ganymede in the form of an eagle. The half-human/half-bull Minotaur was the offspring of Queen Pasiphae and a white bull. King Peleus continued to seduce the nymph Thetis despite her transforming into (among other forms) a lion, a bird, and a snake. The god Pan, often depicted with goat-like features, has also been frequently associated with animal sex. As with other subjects of classical mythology, some of these have been depicted over the centuries since, in western painting and sculpture. In Norse mythology, Loki had intercourse with a stallion and gave birth to Sleipnir, see also Sagaholm.





Europa and the Bull by Gustave Moreau, c. 1869

Fantasy literature has included a variety of seemingly zoophilic examples, often involving human characters enchanted into animal forms: Beauty and the Beast (a young woman falls in love with a physically beast-like man), William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream (Queen Titania falls in love with a character transformed into a donkey), The Book of One Thousand and One Nights (a princess champions a man enchanted into ape form), the Roman Lucius Apuleius's The Golden Ass (explicit sexuality between a man transformed into a donkey and a woman), and Balzac's A Passion in the Desert (a love affair between a soldier and a panther). In more modern times, zoosexuality of a sort has been a theme in science fiction and horror fiction, with the giant ape King Kong fixating on a human woman, alien monsters groping human females in pulp novels and comics, and depictions of tentacle rape in Japanese manga and anime.

Modern erotic furry fantasy art and stories are sometimes associated with zoophilia, but many creators and fans disagree with this, pointing out that the characters are predominantly humanoid fantasy creatures who are thinking, reasoning beings that consider and consent to sex in the same manner humans would. "Furry" characters have been compared to other intelligent and social non-human fictional characters who are subjects of love/sexuality fantasies without being commonly regarded as zoophilic, such as the Vulcans and Klingons in Star Trek, or elves in fantasy fiction. Animals and non-humanoids, when shown in furry art are usually shown engaged with others of similar kind, rather than humans.

Pornography

Pornography involving sex with animals is widely illegal, even in most countries where the act itself is not explicitly outlawed. In the United States, it is thought to be very likely considered obscene and therefore it is not openly sold, mailed or imported. In any prosecution, however, pornography involving sex with animals would still be subject to the Miller Test. (Production and mere possession appear to be legal, however.) However, this law is presently (January 20, 2005) in some doubt, having been ruled unconstitutional in United States v. Extreme Associates (note, though, that the case is still in review and may be referred for further appeal). Similar restrictions apply in Germany (cf. §184 StGB [4]).

Curiously, using animal fur or stuffed animals in erotic photography (in a sense, the combination of necrophilia and zoophilia) doesn't seem to be taboo, nor do photographs of nude models posed with animals provided no sexual stimulation is implied to the animal. Stuffed animals are sometimes used in glamour erotic photography with models touching their sexual organs against such animals, and likewise models may be posed with animals or on horseback. The subtext is often to provide a contrast: animal versus sophisticated, raw beast versus culturally guided human. (Nancy Friday comments on this, noting that zoophilia as a fantasy may provide an escape from cultural expectations, restrictions, and judgements in regard to sex.)

Materials featuring sex with animals are widely available on the Internet, however, because of their ease of production, and because production and sale is legal in countries such as the Netherlands and Denmark. The promotion of "stars" began with the Danish Bodil Joensen, in the period of 1970-72. Into the 1980s the Dutch took the lead, creating figures like "Wilma" and the "Dutch Sisters". Today, in Hungary, where production faces no legal limitations, zoosexual materials have become a substantial industry that produces numerous films and magazines, particularly for Dutch companies, and the genre has stars such as "Hector" (a Great Dane starring in several films).

Pornography of this sort has become the business of certain spammers and owners of some fake TGPs, who use the promise of "extreme" material as an "anchor" for user's attention.

Other paraphilias

The paraphilias listed below are less common.

· acrotomophilia: sexual attraction to amputees 

Acrotomophilia is a sexual attraction to amputees or others missing limbs. The name is derived from the Greek akron (extremity), tomein (to cut) and philein (to love).

Acrotomophilia was first recognised in clinics as rare phenomenon in the western world in the early 1990s. An active virtual community has existed since at least 1997 on the Internet.

· agalmatophilia: sexual attraction to statues or mannequins or immobility 

Agalmatophilia is an uncommon sexual fetish or paraphilia, also known as Pygmalionism after the myth of Pygmalion.

In its most literal, and now somewhat archaic, sense the term means sexual attraction to nude statues. The term may also be extended, in the modern world, to mannequins and/or larger or life-size dolls. A self-coined term, among the doll-involved community, is doller. Other self-coined terms, reflecting statues and petrifaction, include statuephile and petriphile.

In a broader sense the term may refer to sexual fantasies about oneself and/or others being transformed into, or simply rendered as motionless as, a statue, mannequin or doll. Such fantasies may of course be extended to roleplaying, and the self-coined term used by women who enjoy being tranformed appears to be "rubber doll" or "latex doll".

A number of famous art photographers have extensively featured sexualised life-sized dolls in their work, such as: Hans Bellmer, Bernard Faucon, Morton Bartlett, Katan Amano, Kishin Shinoyama, and Ryoichi Yoshida.

In some instances agalmatophilia may crossover into robot fetishism (see: ASFR or alt.sex.fetish.robots). See also: Gynoid.

In the Gulf Kingdom of Bahrain, agalmatophilia became a national political issue in April 2005 after the Kingdom's biggest Islamist opposition party, Al Wefaq Islamic Action, launched a campaign to demand lingerie mannequins in shop windows be 'covered up'. Al Wefaq Councillor Majeed Karimi told the English language newspaper, the Gulf Daily News: "What people don't understand is that modern mannequins look too real and are exciting to young men, who crowd around shop windows. I have received various complaints from people who say they feel aroused by these mannequins."

· amaurophilia: sexual arousal by a partner whom one is unable to see due to artificial means, such as being blindfolded or having sex in total darkness. 

 Amaurophilia refers to a person's sexual preference for a blind, or blindfolded' sex partner. This type of sexual activity may also be conducted by engaging in sexual intercourse in complete darkness.

Amaurophilia may be classified as a fetish, but may occur due to religious guilt, low self-esteem issues, or feelings of inadequacy. Documented cases highlight a sense of comfort for select rape victims when engaged in amaurophilia.

It can also be noted that tactile stimulations may reach great sensitivity in semi, or complete darkness.

· andromimetophilia: Love of women dressed as men 

Andromimetophilia (often misspelled as androminetophilia) is a condition in which erotic or sexual arousal is facilitated by or contingent upon a female sex partner impersonating a male by attempting to look, dress and act like a man or boy.

In certain cases, a transman may also satisfy the other partner's needs. This condition can be classified as a fetish or paraphilia. Males with homosexual fantasies, suppressed by their feelings, may request their female sex partner to act as such.

· apotemnophilia: sexual arousal from having an appendage (limb, digit, or male genitals) amputated 

Apotemnophilia (from Greek αποτέμνειν "to cut off") or amputation fetish is the overwhelming desire to amputate one or more healthy limbs. Some authorities hold that the condition is often sexual in origin.

A person with apotemnophilia wants his or her own limbs cut off. In contrast, a person with acrotomophilia is attracted to other persons who are already missing limbs. In some cases, a person may pursue amputations for sexual excitement or orgasm.

Very few surgeons will treat apotemnophilia patients by giving them what they want. There are hence several recorded cases of sufferers resorting to self-amputation of a "superfluous" limb, for example by allowing a train to run over it, or by damaging the limb so badly that surgeons will have to amputate it. Often the obsession is with one specific limb, with patients "not feeling complete while they still have a left leg", for example. The condition is usually treated as a psychiatric disorder.

Some cultures practice rituals, often voluntary, that involve removal of body parts. In many cases, these involve the sex organs.

· arachnophilia: several types of spider-themed erotic role-playing 

Arachnophilia is a paraphilia — or a cluster of several related paraphilias — relating to spiders. It is also known as Spider Fantasy and Spider Fetish.

(Devotees of other species of arachnids, such as scorpions and ticks could be classed here on technical biological grounds. The former exist--photo forthcoming--the latter are unconfirmed.)

Despite their obvious commonalities with furry fandom, spider devotees are often shunned by this subculture, which tends to view them with horror and disgust. (The question of whether a spider can be a "furry" animal is an involved one touching on fine points of biology and psychology, and is in any case largely extraneous to the conflict.)

The major varieties of spider fetishism are as follows:

· The desire to become a spider — either "furry" (like a tarantula) or "insectoid" — and devour "prey". A typical act might involve consensual bondage with kissing to evoke spider mandibles, and oral sex to represent sucking out the victim's "life-juices". Costumes may also be worn. 

· The desire to be eaten by a spider, usually after being caught in its web. This is often accompanied by microphilia, the desire to "shrink" to a very small size. 

· Sexual attraction to spiders. Not necessarily a form of bestiality, this can sometimes amount to toonophilia in the case of a cartoon spider (like Charlotte); or a feather-duster type fetish in which pet spiders (usually tarantulas) are allowed to crawl over one's body (either while alone or while making love) to augment gratification. 

· The desire to be eaten from the inside by spiders, and have them spill out of one's body. Alternately, the desire to watch this happen to others (for those who prefer to "act" the part of the mother spider). 

Looming large within the arachnophiliac community are various spider-themed pop-culture artifacts such as Spider-Man, Charlotte's Web, The Incredible Shrinking Man, The Fly, Colin Wilson's "Spider World" novels, and the numerous films involving giant spiders. Inspirations for the spider transformation fetish include Dr. Smith from the movie version of Lost In Space, as well as Morgan Le Fey from Camelot 3000. Costumes and "scenarios" are often based on these as common cultural references.

As a part of his fairy-tale-inspired series of action figures, comic-book tycoon Todd McFarlane has created an erotic image of a giant spider looming over a bondage-themed Little Miss Muffet--whether to eat her or mount her being left tastefully ambiguous. This represents a quintessential spider fantasy.

· asphyxiophilia: sexual attraction to asphyxia; also called breath control play; including autoerotic asphyxiation; see medical warnings 

Erotic asphyxiation, asphyxiophilia, breath control play or scarfing is the sexual practice of partial asphyxiation by strangulation or suffocation of one person by another during sexual intercourse. The decrease of blood to the brain is said to heighten sexual pleasure.

It can be dangerous and result in brain damage through loss of oxygenation to the brain, or in death through sudden cardiac arrest. It has also been speculated that in some cases erotic asphyxiation may have triggered the little-known phenomenon of carotid sinus reflex death. Most practitioners, however, have carried out this consensual practice with no problems. Because of the potential safety risks, those considering this sort of sexual activity are advised to be fully aware of the medical issues and risks involved before they choose to participate.

Breath control play is often done in conjunction with other fetish activities such as rubber fetishism.

This practice was depicted as leading to the death of a character in Rising Sun, a movie based on the novel of the same name by Michael Crichton. It was also used in the less publicised 2003 movie Young and Seductive, starring Julian Wells, Alana Evans, and Robert Donovan. The practice was central to Nagisa Oshima's highly controversial 1976 movie In the Realm of the Senses.

In extreme cases, asphyxiophiles may desire to be strangled to death. The most publicized case is that of Sharon Lopatka, who used the Internet to find a man willing to torture and kill her.

· autogynephilia: love of oneself as a woman 

Autogynephilia (from Greek auto (self), gyno (woman) and philia (love) — "love of oneself as a woman") is a behavioral model proposed in 1989 by Ray Blanchard, who defines it as "a man's paraphilic tendency to be sexually aroused by the thought or image of himself as a woman."

The model is an attempt to explain transwomen (male-to-female transsexual and transgender persons) who are not exclusively attracted to males, including lesbian ("gynephilic"), bisexual and asexual transwomen. Blanchard considers a transwoman who has had vaginoplasty to be "a man without a penis" (Armstrong 2004). The model claims that transwomen (called "gender dysphoric males" by Blanchard) who are not sexually oriented toward men are instead sexually oriented toward the thought or image of themselves as women. Most of Blanchard's work on gender dysphoria focuses on what he calls "autogynephilic transsexuals." He calls those transwomen who are exclusively attracted to males: "androphilic" or "homosexual" transsexuals.

· blondephilia: sexual attraction to blonde hair. 

· coprophilia: sexual attraction to feces 

Coprophilia, also known as fecophilia, is a paraphilia consisting of the condition of feeling sexual excitement focused on feces, often in conjunction with BDSM or infantilism.

Alternative terms include scat fetishism, japscat and scat play, which share a root with the scientific and literary term scatology.

Scat fetishism is featured prominently in some Japanese pornography. Despite a wide-spread cliché scat fetishism is not typical for German pornography. While the phrase scheisse porn does originate from the German slang word Scheisse (lit. "shit"), the actual German word for scat fetishism is Kaviar (caviar), analogous to Natursekt (natural champagne) for urine fetishism.

Some coprophiliacs engage in coprophagia, the eating of feces, which is a potentially hazardous activity due to the risks of infection with diseases such as hepatitis. These people tend not to be pleased in sexual activities unless eating the feces of their partner. Note that even consuming one's own feces could have potentially harmful consequences, as the bowel bacteria are not necessarily safe to ingest.

Coprophile activities are sometimes referred to by the euphemism hardsports, presumably by analogy with the use of the euphemism watersports for urolagnia and urophilia.

The practice of brown showers refers to the practice of defecating on a person to derive sexual pleasure.

A Glass-Bottom Boat consists of placing plastic wrap on one's partner's head and then defecating on their face.

Other slang terms describing this practice include Meatloafing and FedEx'ng from Browntown.

For afficionados of fecal sports, a cleaner version is to lie under a glass coffee table or its equivalent while the partner squats above and defecates. This satisfies the needs emanating from the visual cortex of the recipient without immersing him or her in anything messy. This variant is often referred to as a Cleveland Steamer. The reference to the city is derived from their professional football team the Cleveland Browns. Brown being the usual color of feces and steam the product of the moist heat hitting cooler air.

· crush fetishism: sexual arousal from seeing small creatures being crushed by members of the opposite sex, or being crushed oneself 

A crush fetish or trampling fetishism is a paraphilia which primarily consists of the desire to see others (generally members of the opposite sex) crush small creatures such as insects, mammals and reptiles. Inanimate objects, such as cigarettes, fruit or toy cars, are also crush fetish stimuli. The term "crush fetishist" also refers to those who perform the crush.

This sexual fetish is popular amongst many foot fetishists, as crushing by feet is usually the main focus (although other methods are implemented, such as sitting on the target object). The foot (barefoot or in shoes) is thus often idolised in crush erotica such as magazines (with publications including Squish! and In Step), audio tapes and crush films. Crush fetishists (who chiefly are heterosexual males) often prefer to see crushing by high-heeled shoes although the desired footwear varies for each fetishist.

Of course, the practice of crushing animals is condemned by animal rights activists, and legislation has passed in several countries to forbid the activity. However, as an underground business, the circulation of media containing crush fetish stimuli is difficult to control (more so than, for example, child pornography).

Ultimately, the crush fetishist fantasizes about either being the actual object of the crushing, or the crusher. Male crush fetishists often imagine themselves as being tiny under a woman's feet, or being normal size, but being crushed by a giantess. The desire is much like that of Vorarephilia, except with the need to crush or be crushed. Because crushing entails helplessly writhing in pain under a merciless crusher, the crush fetish is closely linked to sadomasochistic fetishism.

It can also be seen as a way of both shaking off and at the same time re-living childhood: the crushing of toys (such as plushies) being a symbolic ritual of casting off the chains of youth, whereas the crushing of bugs could be traced back to an early fascination with death. Taking a slightly different view, it could be seen that the fetish developes from an awe of grown-ups: their commandeering power, their looming presence and even the literal act of mothers killing insects within the family home (which means further fetishism such as an Oedipus complex could be in play).

One could even draw the conclusion that the crushing desire may be linked to the fetishist having messily broken up with or divorced someone, thus causing them to imagine the object as their "ex" and thus perceive the crush as a psychological retribution against the significant other who betrayed them.

· diaper fetishism: sexual arousal from diapers 

"Diaper lover" (or DL for short) is the popular term for a person who feels a strong desire to wear or use diapers without physiological necessity. This paraphilia is differentiated from infantilism in that those of the latter category are also focused with returning to babyhood in ways other than by wearing diapers. These conditions are the not same as pedophilia or infantophilia.

In many cases, the desire for these acts is of a sexual nature, in which case it is classed as a sexual fetish; in other cases it is non-sexual, the wearer deriving a sense of comfort and safety from wearing diapers, and may not even use them.

Some with this fetish may not want to go to a full intent of use of the diapers. Some might simply want to look at pornographic based images of the fetish.

It is common for a diaper lover to feel ashamed and isolated in their desires and most try to hide this from others. Until the rise of online services, few persons interested in the subject had contact with any others. The CompuServe Adult Human Sexuality Forum established an "Adult Babies" section in 1987, which may have been the first online community based on sharing this interest. Today, there are several websites dedicated to various facets of the fetish.

· dendrophilia: arousal from trees or the fertility worship of them. 

· emetophilia: sexual attraction to vomit 

Emetophilia is a sexual fetish in which an individual is aroused by vomiting or observing others vomit. When emetophiles put emetophilia into practice by actually vomiting, especially on a partner, it is called a Roman shower, after the frequent induction of vomiting at Roman feasts.

For emetophiles, unlike others, the sequence of "spasm, ejaculation, relief" in vomiting is erotically-charged. Emetophiles are interested in the vomiting of people they are already interested in sexually (e.g., gay men seek to learn about the vomiting of men).

An online site theorizes, "vomiting was probably something either arousing or frightening to emetophiles at some point ... it aroused powerful emotions, and the emetophile later called upon these emotions for the purpose of sexual gratification." (Frequently Asked Questions about Vomiting)

Emetophilia may be related to emetophobia, the fear of vomiting. Many emetophiles, ironically, continue to fear vomiting themselves despite the amount of time they spend fantasizing about other people vomiting.

· ephebophilia: sexual attraction to adolescents 

Ephebophilia, from the Greek έφηβος (ephebos) "adolescent" and φιλία (philia) "love/friendship", is a sexual preference or orientation in which an adult is primarily or exclusively sexually attracted to adolescents (people between the ages of 13 and 17).

Terminology

Ephebophilia, as most strictly defined, refers only to an attraction, not to sexual activity (although sexual activity can be involved). It is used in contrast with pedophilia, which is an attraction to pre-pubescent individuals. In more casual usage, however, pedophilia is often used more broadly in the western world, to describe an attraction to any person younger than the legal age of consent. For example, the term "pedophile priests" is frequently used in the context of the Roman Catholic Church sex abuse scandal, although much of the sexual behavior involved was with adolescent (i.e. post-pubescent) teens.

· An alternate term, less widely used, is hebephilia. 

· Pederasty is a particular kind of relationship between adult males and male adolescents. 

· A Lolita complex refers to the attraction of a male to female adolescents, a term which stems from the book Lolita by Nabokov. 

· A Shota complex refers to the attraction of any person (male or female) to male adolescents, a term which stems from Japanese culture. 

Characteristics

· The nature of ephebophilia is not fully understood, and a variety of perspectives are held. Some regard ephebophilia as merely a milder form of pedophilia, in which the object of attraction is closer to what is "normal" than with a true pedophile. According to one theory, ephebophilia is a chronophilia, i.e. a paraphilia in which the paraphile's sexual/erotic age is discordant with his or her actual chronological age, and is instead concordant with the age of the partner. 

Others argue that a consistent preference for adolescents is merely a natural and normal attraction to individuals at or near the peak of their sexual capability, and reflects a biologically "normal" reproductive strategy (in contrast to a preference for pre-pubescents, which does not and is therefore pathological). Sociobiological research shows that primate males tend to prefer young females of reproductive age. For example, a study on human male preferences showed that males from the age of 7 years and up tended to prefer the faces of 17-year-old girls over those of other ages. (See Sexual attraction of men.)

· Attraction to adolescents is not commonly regarded by psychologists as inherently pathological, only when it interferes with other relationships, becomes an obsession adversely affecting other areas of life, or causes distress to the subject. An exclusive attraction to adolescents can lead to difficulties when the younger person in such a relationship reaches adulthood. 

· Sexual desire that includes adolescents along with older individuals is common among adults with either a heterosexual or a homosexual orientation; this is not labeled "ephebophilia" because the attraction to adolescents is not exclusive of adults. In some cultures, for adults to include adolescents among their sexual interests is considered normal, such as those in which adolescent girls have routinely been married to adult men. Nonetheless, an open attraction to adolescents may be ridiculed or disparaged as inappropriate or unhealthy, compared to forming a relationship with "someone your own age"; an attraction to adolescents is something one is expected to "grow out of." In Japanese society, the attraction of men towards teenage girls (high-school students) is a visible cultural phenomenon. The manifestations of such attraction, such as lolicon art, school uniform fetishes, and sexual relations with teenage girls (e.g. enjo kosai) are tolerated more than in the West. 

Legality

While ephebophilia itself is not regulated by any statute, aspects of sexually expressed ephebophilia may or may not be against the law. Depending on the age of consent in a given jurisdiction, an adolescent may be capable of giving legally-recognised consent to sexual activity. If the younger partner is below that age, it is commonly criminalised as statutory rape, regardless of whether the younger partner agrees to - or even initiates - the activity. The reasons for this include:

· Adolescents are seen as unable to understand the physical, emotional, and social consequences of sexual activity; 

· Sexual acts can involve psychological coercion and abuse of power; 

· Sexual acts can lead to pregnancy and possibly parenthood, for which adolescents may not be emotionally prepared. 

Relationships between adults and adolescents that do not include sexual activity are generally legal, assuming no other laws regarding child welfare are violated. For example, a romantic relationship with an adolescent below the age of consent is generally legal, especially when the adolescent's age is above the age at which their parents could consent to marriage. In other jurisdictions, this may be illegal.

· formicaphilia: sexual compulsion to have intercourse on countertops
· frotteurism: sexual pleasure from rubbing against other people 

In the context of human sexual behavior, frottage or frotteurism is the act of achieving sexual gratification by rubbing one's (clothed or naked) body against another person. Frotteurism carries a connotation of "anonymous and discreet rubbing" in a public place—e.g. on a crowded train. The contact may be mutual or a one-way perpetration. A person who practices frotteurism is known as a frotteur. As with most other sexual practices, frottage with a non-consenting person is regarded as a form of sexual assault in most jurisdictions. A person with a devotion to frottage in a way that places him or her outside the typical frotteur is known as a frotteur geek.

Frot is a term used among homosexual men to refer to penis to penis rubbing in a conventional private context. It is also known as "phrot", "swordfighting", "cockrub", "penis fencing", "bumping dicks", "frication", "docking" and "the Princeton rub". Advocates of this practice represent it as a safer and more erotic alternative to anal sex.

Two people engaging in clothed frottage in a manner that simulates intercourse is known in the vernacular as dry humping. A modern dancing style which involves partners rubbing their clothed bodies on one another is called grinding or freaking.

· galactophilia: sexual attraction to human milk or lactating women 

Milk fetishism is a paraphilia in which pleasure is experienced from lactation, breastfeeding, and suckling. The behavior is sometimes increased after a partner communicates being aroused and contented during breast feeding.

Male Motivations

Some men report a desire to experience adult nursing because of not being breastfed as infants. Others report that this desire is caused by being breast fed for several years as young children. Sometimes men will discover it is pleasurable when they try to relieve a woman of the discomfort of too much milk in her breasts.

Female Motivations

Sometimes women miss the pleasurable feelings they get from breast feeding infants. Some women report that breast feeding in an adult relationship brings feelings of more intimacy, fulfillment, and helps make them feel more feminine. Some women who engage in adult breast feeding report that it leads to a very close and mutually dependent relationship. This relationship may also occur because a frequent schedule of breast feeding is needed to keep milk flowing and to prevent too much milk in her breasts.

Methods of Stimulating Lactation

Some women take drugs, herbs, massage their breasts with their hands, or use breast pumps to make milk. Many drugs may cause lactation as a side effect.

Health Risks

There are health risks associated with the use of all drugs. A licensed medical doctor should be consulted before using any drugs. Breast feeding in the final weeks of pregnancy can cause premature labor because while producing milk, the level of the hormone oxytocin increases. Oxytocin causes uterus contractions which may cause labor.

· gerontophilia: sexual attraction to the aged 

Chronophilia is a rarely-used term which refers to a group of paraphilias of the type in which the paraphile's sexuoerotic age is discordant with his or her actual chronological age and is concordant with the age of the partner. It was coined by John Money. This is not directly related to infantophilia, pedophilia, ephebophilia, gerontophilia, or teleiophilia, in that they are merely sexual orientations which favour members of a different age, without their sexuoerotic age being different.

Teleiophilia is a term coined by Kurt Freund, meaning a minor's sexual attraction to adults. As this is the norm in most societies, it is not usually considered a paraphilia, and the term is rarely used.

Gerontophilia refers to sexual attraction to the elderly among the non-elderly.

· harpaxophilia: sexual arousal from being robbed 

Harpaxophilia is a type of sexual fetishism in which the subject is aroused from being the victim of a robbery or burglary. The word comes from the Greek word for robber (ἅρπαξ, harpax), and -philia, love.

· hematolagnia: sexual attraction to blood 

Hematolagnia (American spelling; British Haematolagnia), is a macaronic neologism combining Latin and Greek roots, which can be translated as bloodlust and which is meant to carry the meaning of sexual attraction to blood.

Blood fetishists generally act out their paraphilia via blood drinking and/or bloodletting, usually through biting or cutting. This can either act as an erotic turn-on or, generally among members of the vampire subculture, an expression of intimacy or bonding.

This is considered a very dangerous fetish, due to the high risk of HIV transmission, and the possibility of permanent injuries and scarring.

Hematolagnia has a history of being referred to as "vampirism" in psychiatric literature and articles. However, not all blood fetishists are involved in the vampire subculture.

"Bloodsports" or "bloodplay" are general names for any sadomasochistic play involving blood.

· hybristophilia: sexual arousal to people who have committed crimes, in particular cruel or outrageous crimes 

Hybristophilia is a paraphilia involving sexual arousal by people who have committed crimes; in particular cruel, or outrageous crimes.

The sexologist John Money defines hybristophilia as:

"a paraphilia of the marauding/predatory type in which sexuerotic arousal and facilitation and attainment of orgasm are responsive to and contingent on being with a partner known to have committed an outrage or crime, such as rape, murder, or armed robbery" 

The phenomenon of Charles Manson groupies is an example of hybristophilia.

Many high-profile criminals, particularly those who have committed atrocious crimes, receive fan mail in prison, presumably as a result of this phenomenon. In some cases, admirers of these criminals have gone on to marry the object of their affections in prison.

· hypersexuality: sexual gratification only found through various lovers
NYMPHOMANIA & SATYRIASIS: refers to an abnormally intense and compulsive sex drive with little or no sexual gratification despite numerous partners. Nymphomania is the term for women experiencing hypersexuality. Satyriasis or "Don Juanism" is the term for men experiencing hypersexuality
· infantilism: sexual pleasure from dressing, acting, or being treated as a baby 

Infantilism (paraphilic) is a psychological condition experienced by those whose level of physical maturity has progressed beyond the life-stage of infancy. The defining aspect of this condition is a profound sense of well-being or of a great pleasure that becomes associated with various infantile objects and/ or infantile roleplaying. Infantilists most likely fall in one of two groups: Adult Baby (AB,) and Diaper Lover (DL.) Adult Babies between the ages of 12 and 20 may also label themselves Teen Babies (TBs.) But, while ABs and DLs tend to associate with each other, (forming a collective group known as "ABDLs,") it would be accurate to state that DLs are not necessarily infantilists. The distinction is made that while there is a sexual component to wearing a diaper for a DL, the diaper is not always seen as a symbol of regressing to an infantile state.

Clarification

Paraphilic infantilism is not to be confused with certain medical conditions of arrested physical development, which are typically referred to in the medical field "physiological infantilism." For the sake of clarity, in the remainder of this article, the word "infantilism" will be used to refer to what is technically called "paraphilic infantilism."

Infantilism in young children

Infantile regression is sometimes noted in young children, and is often associated with their exposure to stressful environmental conditions. This is usually under the idea of returning to a time when things were simpler, and the child did not worry, or have cause to worry. Such regression is usually temporary, as the parents and child will have time to sort out his or her feelings before they set. In older children, the duration tends to be longer, and sometimes becomes a chronic condition that lasts throughout their life.

Conscious vs. Subconscious

Such irrational fantasies are almost always seated deep in the subconscious mind, which by definition does not always operate on the level of common conscious rationality. As such, any attempt to successfully modify this behavior pattern must by definition be capable of correctly interpreting the subconscious needs of the individual and of somehow meeting these needs in more rational ways.

A common object of fixation

Perhaps the most common object of fixation amongst infantilists is the diaper. Most infantilists feel drawn to wear and/or use diapers. The frequency of wearing and/or use ranges from once a year to continuously, varying from individual to individual, and often varying within the same individual from year to year.

Some infantilist lifestyles

Infantilists usually combine the submission of the baby role with the fetishes of diapers, though not all infantilists actually practice coprophilia or watersports. Some, known as diaper lovers (or DLs) enjoy wearing diapers without taking the role of an infant. Those who prefer to role play as infants are often referred to as adult babies (or ABs). Where dominance and submission are involved, the top or dominant plays the role of a parent, nursemaid, or babysitter.

Some forms of infantilism are purely regressive, without any sexual content. After an individual has reached full maturity, including a fully independent living situation, as well as stabilized in his or her long term sexual role in society, most infantilists report having incorporated certain aspects of sexuality into their infantilism. However, some few adult infantilists report never having done so. Even though some infantilists may never incorporate any aspects of sexuality into their practice, most adult infantilists would agree that their practice of infantilism has minimally had a profound effect on their sexuality, if not having been a direct part of it.

Some younger adult infantilists experiment with 'adoption'

Some infantilists, however, find great difficulty in conceding to the reality of these types of practical concerns regarding this fantasy, and become fixated upon the fantasy. These infantilists (both male and female) will search for mommies or daddies that might keep them as babies 24/7 for 'the rest of their lives'. These infantilists sometimes roleplay as if this were a 'legal adoption'.

Such 'adoptions' are normally facilitated through the Internet on websites which function much like dating sites. There are message boards/notice boards with a header and sometimes a picture and a message text describing the person. 'Adoption' in ABDL does not usually mean singles searching for one another, but can include this. Other less common ads feature couples or groups looking for an adult baby or an adult baby looking for either of the two or other babies. These types of living situations sometimes develop into lasting friendships and in addition to infantilism, usually include all of the regular dynamics found in any other type of interpersonal relationship.

These types of living situations that attempt to create a 24/7 permanent regression generally last for, from between a few weeks up to two to three years. To date, no cases have been reliably reported of any such arrangements lasting any more than two or three years. (Some clearly fictional cases have been claimed, but these have never stood up to further investigation.) Eventually this type of an arrangement seems to prove to be too much of a financial drain on the ‘caregiver(s)’ and the novelty of it wears off for both the caregiver(s) and the infantilist. Other living arrangements are then made, or other living formats allowed for. Format changes may include a continuation of, but a reduction of the periods of regression. On occasion such enactments of this extreme fantasy have received wide publicity and press.

Most older adult infantilists eventually reach a state of equilibrium

The majority of older adult infantilists after some time, usually reach a state of some type of equilibrium with their infantilist practice. In the majority of cases, this entails job stability, and usually a living situation that is some sort of a compromise between infantilism and normality.

The psychology of infantilism

Psychological perspectives on infantilism

In adult psychology and sexuality, infantilism is usually regarded as a type of sexual roleplaying and is often viewed as a variation of BDSM. In this variation, the person takes on one or more aspects of the role of a baby. It is a subset of ageplay and often regarded as edgeplay. In the context of fetishism or BDSM, it is more properly referred to as ABDL, and persons engaging in the practice as either adult babies or Diaper Lovers.

Some commonly experienced inner dynamics

The binge-purge cycle phenomenon

One interesting aspect of this tension that many infantilists have experienced, usually during the earlier stages of their infantilism, is the binge-purge cycle. Quite often, an infantilist who has only recently begun to discover his or her infantilist desire, will find him or herself going through cycles of buying several infantilist things, using some of them, then taking a vow to one's self never to repeat this. The person then bravely disposes of all of his or her paraphernalia, only to find that after a certain period of ever increasing inner tension the individual once again goes online or to the store and buys all of these things back again, at significant duplicated expense. This sad cycle has been known to happen to some individuals 10, 20 or even 30 times. Eventually it dawns in the individual's mind that demonstrating one's physical ability to dispose of all of one's paraphernalia will in no way result in creating one's mental ability to rid one's self of the desires.

A fantasy of permanent regression

During the early stages of infantilism, many infantilists report having the fantasy that somehow they might be able to achieve a living situation in which ‘permanent regression’ would be possible. In other words, the fantasy that somehow they could find others who would be willing to provide them with all of the physical necessities of life, in addition to treating them as a baby, for the rest of their lives. Clearly, this fantasy is impractical at first consideration, and ultimately irrational. In the vast majority of cases, after some deliberation, the impractical nature of this fantasy is eventually recognized and accepted by an infantilist, and some more practical means of finding some sort of a working compromise in one’s lifestyle is eventually found. In some extreme cases, this impractical fantasy is pursued to some extent. (See Some Infantilist Lifestyles above).

A conscious vs.: subconscious tension

Amongst infantilists, the attitude that an infantilist may take towards his or her infantilistic desires often varies considerably from individual to individual. Many life-long infantilists report no longer having any qualms whatsoever about integrating their regressive roleplay into the larger set of behaviors that defines their overall lifestyle. Others report a persistent tension or conflict between their desire to regress, and their desire to be ‘normal’. Some report feeling this persistent tension for the entirety of their lives on through to retirement and old age. Very few report ever being able to succeed in completely alleviating the desire for any meaningful length of time.

A release of stress and tension (similar to the release of sexual tension)

Most infantilists report experiencing a great release of emotional stress and tension when they assume the infantilist role, as well as feelings of great inner security and contentment. These feelings are nearly identical to those feelings reported by most as a result of engaging in normal sexual relations. These feelings may harken back to feelings experienced during infancy or early childhood.

An eventual development of some form of acceptance

The experience of the Binge-Purge Cycle is somewhat similar to what many homosexuals have reported, after the initial discovery of their sexual orientations. In both cases, after a certain period of some inner conflict, most eventually learn to accept these subconscious traits in one way or another, rather than to attempt, unsuccessfully, to root them out. After some time, most infantilists eventually reach a certain type of a practical compromise in their lives, that enables them to both live a relatively normal life, while still indulging their infantilistic desires to a certain extent.

Possible psychological causes and effects

The irrational fantasy of regression that is central to infantilism is most commonly believed to be the result of some form of perceived childhood trauma. Due to the fact that such incidents are usually centered around recalled memories from the distant past, and also because any adult caregivers that may have inadvertently contributed in any way to any such perceived traumas, or who may have consciously perpetrated them, are not likely to confirm their contributions as such, these types of incidents are naturally quite difficult to verify or document. Nearly always, such experiences have some effect on the sex life of the individual. While not all forms of infantilism include sexual gratification, minimally infantilism does appear to have some very definite sexual implications and connections. Also, cases do exist where child abuse can be reasonably ruled out as a likely cause.

Infantilism and the domineering parent/ submissive child

Within the field of modern psychology, to this day, divided opinions exist regarding which type of relationship between parent and child is the most healthy. Some schools of thought hold that a relationship that has no ultimate goal of eventual equality or parity between parent and child is normal and healthy. Other schools of thought hold that the only truly healthy relationship between parent and child is one which consistently aims at the eventual establishment of full equality and parity between parent and child. Regardless of which school of thought may be closest to the truth, one strikingly common phenomenon found amongst both infantilists and their parents seems to be an almost universal belief that full equality or parity between parent and child is not healthy or natural. Some rare exceptions are known to exist.

Infantilism and child neglect or abuse

Forced diaper wearing, a form of child abuse?

Modern psychology has documented the fact that positive reinforcement is always a preferred means for teaching children, if at all possible, and that it is nearly always far more effective than negative forms of teaching. Over time, several forms of teaching children that involved negative reinforcement that were once regarded as socially and psychologically acceptable have now been found to be absolutely unacceptable, and in some cases, have even been labeled as child abuse. Forcing a child to wear a diaper when it is no longer clearly needed is one of these forms of teaching that has been found to be psychologically unacceptable.

The frequent choice of a parent to prefer the use of force, shame or fear in the place of persuasion and reason while teaching one's children is one hallmark of a domineering parent. The frequent use of such motivators is also often found to increase the likelihood of child-to-parent alienation at some point after the child has entered into adulthood. Children who are found to have been given a sense that their intellect, their intentions, and their abilities are generally appreciated have been found to have a much higher probability of retaining a friendship with parents throughout their lives.

The time of toilet training has been found to be an extremely important psychological building block within an individuals subconscious psychological makeup. Accordingly, it has been found that it is extremely important that caregivers use only positive reinforcement and encouragement during this crucial phase, recognizing every achievement in this area as an important success, and always treating any difficulties in this area as mere temporary setbacks, not to be dwelt upon, or punished, or made to feel ashamed for these.

During this phase it is essential that the child's ability to better understand, and to thereby control his or her own bodily functions never be unilaterally dictated by a caregiver, but always allowed to grow naturally, step by step, with encouragement only, and never coercion. During this phase, should a child wish to try foregoing diapers, it is of the utmost importance that the child always be allowed and even encouraged to do so. During such a trial period, should the child's wish to forego diapers be found to be premature, the child should never be forced against his or her will back into them, but only after the child and the caregiver are able to come to a mutual agreement, based upon calm reasoning with the child and the pointing out of clear facts, that clearly demonstrate that such a trial was premature.

The use of forced diaper wearing as a form of punishment during this period of development has nearly always been found to have various negative consequences. Amongst some of the potential negative consequences of this are; the later development of infantilism as a teenager or adult, the development of various sexual dysfunctions, the development of other various forms of psychological or neurological damage, or worse. Within the field of child psychology, the use of forced diaper wearing as a form of punishment for children is now almost universally recognized as extremely irresponsible behavior at best, and verging on child sexual abuse at worst.

Forced diaper wearing, a form of pedophilia?

Recently numerous instances and accounts of willful child abuse by caregivers in this fashion have been discovered. Willful abuse in this fashion is generally regarded as a variant form of pedophilia. Should anyone observe what appears to be such a form of child abuse, it becomes the moral responsibility of that individual to take action to prevent such child abuse, either pointing out to the individual in question that such is generally regarded as a form of child abuse, directing this to the attention of the local police department or constabulary, or both. Local Health Departments are also sometimes able to successfully intervene in such situations.

If in doubt as to whether or not child abuse is actually occurring, often the best method of determining this is to simply ask the child directly when he or she thinks she will be old enough to stop wearing diapers. If the answer is anything like, 'when so-and-so lets me', then there is most likely a problem.

There are several famous (at the same time, infamous) sets of photos, which haunt ABDL communities, which unfortunately, sit at the border of legality since they are not indecent to people outside of ABDL (normally). *Important note to parents, if anyone should ask to photograph your child in diapers, it may be wise to refuse the offer.

Some forms of infantilism may not have abuse component

Even though many infantilists report clear memories of various forms of childhood abuse, some do not. It is believed that some types of infantilism may develop merely as the result of related physiological problems, or for other non-abuse related reasons. It appears that while such non-abuse related causes for infantilism clearly do exist, still they are probably in the minority amongst infantilists.

Other infantilists report only discovering much later in their adult lives, what abuses went on while a young child. Parents of an adult infantilist who seem to be unable to relinquish the dominant role that existed in childhood, may be good candidates for further investigation into one's childhood past. Parents of an adult infantilist who are able to view their child as a peer or equal are usually considered to be less likely to have been abusers. The likelihood that an infantilist will believe his or her infantilism may have had an abuse component increases significantly, after several years of living independent from caregivers is achieved.

Infantilism and pedophilia

Pedophilia amongst infantilists

Infantilism should not be confused with pedophilia, a sexual attraction to children in general, or with infantophilia, the sexual attraction to small children. Those with infantilistic tendencies appear to nearly all reject, or be strongly adverse to, any form of pedophilic behavior.

Pedophilia amongst mommy/daddy role players

In many cases, the ABDL dynamic incorporates one who plays the dominant role of a mommy or daddy. While infantilists are not known for having any desires to engage in pedophilia, occasionally those who enjoy playing the dominant role in the ABDL dynamic have been known to also be pedophiles. The psychological profile of the mother/father/sitter role-player is quite different from that of the AB.

However, special note should be taken about those who like to play switch or learn about ABDL from their relationships. In switch cases, the dominant like to play both sides and since is an AB, likely has no wish for pedophilia. In the second case, the person learns to like ABDL, hates it or naturally likes it without thinking of pedophilia in a fantasy setting. Conflict has been known because a caregiver finds they like playing the role and connects that to pedophilia.

Infantilism and gender identity

One unusual aspect of infantilism is the disproportionate number of male infantilists vs: female infantilists. Based upon what is known of those infantilists who are willing to discuss their infantilism with others, many estimates of the ratio run from 95% to 99% of all infantilists being male. On the other hand, some believe that the apparent male majority may in reality be much smaller, due to a tendency amongst females to be less likely to openly discuss the fetish.

While no definitive studies have yet been made regarding the incidence of true homosexuality or bisexuality amongst infantilists, this incidence is believed in all probability to be approximately the same as, or slightly higher than, this incidence in the general population, at roughly 5% to 10%, depending on the definition. Accordingly, the great majority of infantilists are believed to be heterosexual males.

Infantilism and gender switch role playing

A significant minority of male ABs like to switch gender as a part of their regressive role play. This type of gender-switch-role playing shares some similarities with transvestism. As with transvestism, the gender role that an AB (boy or girl) assumes while role playing seldom affects the gender identity of that same individual outside of role playing. Another role that is sometimes assumed by some ABs while engaged in regressive role playing is that of the homosexual or bisexual. There is some confusion as to whether or not this indicates that the individual is indeed a bisexual or homosexual person. As with other types of regressive-gender-switch-role playing, the majority of these individuals usually do not exhibit any significant homosexual or bisexual behavior patterns while outside of regressive role playing.

Sissy babies

Some AB's who engage in regressive-gender-switch-roleplaying like to be referred to simply as a girl baby or a boy baby, others prefer to be called sissy babies. Various types of shaming, punishment, discipline, and cross-dressing often accompany regressive-gender-switch-role playing.

Castration/SRS

Even more rare, some ABs wish to have sex reassignment surgery, or to be castrated. Although this wish exists only as a fantasy for most of those who have the wish, for a few it has been made a reality. Those few who have had sex reassignment surgery or been castrated usually fall into one or more of the following three categories.

1. They hope to live out their lives as a woman/baby girl in reality.

2. They hope the SRS/castration surgery will enhance the experience of being a sissy baby, and/ or of being more submissive.

3. They hope to rid themselves of the practice of infantilism entirely, which unfortunately has not yet been found to work.

Academic researchers and case study submissions invited

Unfortunately, the majority of the information in this section is necessarily anecdotal. This is due to the fact that to date there have not yet been any major scholarly academic studies made of the phenomenon of infantilism. Some of the authors of this page would like to facilitate such work, and to assist in potential collaboration between academic researchers in this area, and/or infantilists. If any academic researcher might be interested, a list of other academic researchers, and numerous contacts within the infantilist communities can be made available upon suitable request by emailing to OrbitOne: wikipedia-email. Also, if any psychologist or psychiatrist may have anything to add or to alter about this information, or might have any relevant case studies, any such information would be most gratefully accepted and incorporated into this article at the same email addresses above. (Naturally, direct editing by any such professionals would also always be most gratefully welcomed.)

Impact and ramifications

Infantilism is found in all age groups. Most adult infantilists practice infantilism with great discretion. However, in some extremely rare cases, some AB's have made attempts to enter semi-permanently or even permanently into the regressive role. One cannot help but to question the practical feasibility of such an attempt. In the vast majority of individuals, the practice of infantilism is carried out only in strict privacy, and in ways that do not conflict with the individual's ability to earn a normal livelihood. As with most alternate life-styles there appears to be an infinite number of variations in the specific ways that infantilists may choose to practice infantilism. Many have managed to practice it while marrying, raising a family, and leading successful careers. Others have been less fortunate and have found divorce, and other types of social stigma to result.

Subsets based on age, (TB's and AB's)

Teenaged infantilists, or Teen Babies, usually remain segregated from adult infantilists. Infantilism practitioners usually divide themselves between teen babies (or TB's), who begin to practice infantilism between the ages of 12 to 20, and adult babies (or AB's), who either begin to or continue to practice infantilism at higher ages. For legal reasons adults are limited from discussing sexual aspects with minors, and online communities therefore seek to separate them. Both enjoy shedding the hardships of life and regressing to an earlier time. This can include wearing and using diapers, using baby paraphernalia (such as pacifiers, bibs, bottles, rattles and toys), and being taken care of by someone else. Another allied phenomenon is the Daddy's Girl fetish lifestyle.

Subsets based on importance of ageplay, (DL's and AB's)

Diaper wearing is a sexual fetish for many adults that does not always incorporate the desire to regress in any other way. In such cases, those adults who enjoy wearing diapers, without sensing any desire to regress in any other way, often prefer to be referred to as Diaper Lovers (DL's). In fact, some who employ diapers only for the occasional purpose of sexual gratification, find themselves to be quite surprised when being classified together with others who are far more involved with them. Some Diaper Lovers even feel offended should any connection between themselves and infantilism be implied by others. Others voice less concern over such a distinction.

Those who, in their practice of infantilism, incorporate strong elements of the desire to otherwise regress, through various forms of role playing, often like to refer to themselves as Adult Babies (AB's), as opposed to Diaper Lovers.

Undoubtedly, infantilism does not present us with any black and white definitions, rather, it presents us with a seemingly infinite spectrum of various forms of behaviors.

Infantilism and Christianity

Biblically speaking, there are no clear-cut or direct references found within the Christian Bible to infantilism. However, within the Old Testament, there are numerous references to ritual purity that some Christians believe should be applied to infantilism. Due to the fact that there is an entire spectrum of varying beliefs and denominations within Christianity, and also due to the fact that there is no clear-cut reference to infantilism within the Bible, there is no one single view of infantilism that is held by most of those who consider themselves to be Christians, or even by any majority of those who consider themselves to be Christians.

Amongst the more conservative fundamentalist denominations, many have adopted the same views towards infantilism that they have adopted towards homosexuality, namely a view of the condemnation of the practice. Amongst more liberal Christian denominations, greater toleration seems to generally be practiced. This greater toleration towards infantilism by the more liberal denominations is also similar to the positions taken by these same denominations towards homosexuality.

The parallels between positions taken towards homosexuality and towards infantilism by various Christian denominations are somewhat unexpected, as many clear-cut condemnations of homosexuality can be found in the Bible, yet none can be found regarding infantilism.

Infantilism and privacy

Infantilism and privacy for adult infantilists

For most individuals, it is difficult to discuss one’s private desires with most others, especially when such desires are as uncommon as infantilism. For adult infantilists who have ‘significant others’, the policy of honesty would seem to be the best policy. This is especially true due to the fact that there are certain areas of overlap between infantilism and sexual intimacy in general, and to attempt to separate these two is not only somewhat dishonest to one’s partner, but also to one’s self. This is not to say that one's partner should necessarily be obligated to hear about all of the details. Only to say that one's partner ought to know that he or she has access to as much information as he or she wants to know, or is comfortable knowing, regarding the practice.

In all other personal relationships which do not include intimacy, it would seem that full honesty about the practice is not only unnecessary, but in most cases, to hold back from full honesty and to choose to be discreet instead, would even be a sort of a courtesy. In other words, the parents of an adult infantilist, the children of an adult infantilist, and probably most of the friends of an adult infantilist are most often better off not knowing, or at least not knowing the full extent of the practice.

In many cases it has been reported that the children of infantilists, being as naturally inquisitive and nosey as children are, eventually find out about the fact that one of their parents occasionally wears diapers. In such cases, it may be wise to allow the child to know only as much as he or she needs to know, in other words, explaining something like ‘Yes, daddy does have a certain ‘condition’ that makes him have to wear diapers,’ but explaining no more, should the question ever arise. To expose a child to any more than this, is believed to have potentially harmful ramifications for the child, and may even be regarded by some as a form of willful neglect or even abuse of a child.

Some couples that incorporate infantilism into their relationship deliberately choose not to have children, in consideration of their view that they may not be capable of providing an environment for a child where the child could develop 'normally'. Others report successfully raising their children without their children ever being affected by, or knowing, the full extent of their practice of it.

Within the infantilist community there are some who believe that as with homosexuality, it is best to ‘out’ infantilism, or to bring infantilist individuals 'out' into public scrutiny so that the public can be made more aware of infantilism (and supposedly eventually more tolerant of it). These people are a minority within the infantilist community. The majority of infantilists believe that keeping one’s private matters private, in all cases, except where absolutely necessary is generally the best policy. See section below titled Infantilism and Care for Privacy Concerns of the General Public.

Fortunately, due to the existence of the Internet, many infantilists have found that they can retain a sufficient level of privacy, while still discussing certain aspects of the practice with other infantilists in various internet forums and bulletin boards. See related links below for more information on this.

Infantilism and privacy for teen infantilists

There are currently two views and options in privacy and disclosure for teens and children. The one lets you tell your parents, and cases have shown ABDL is a phase that kids can grow out of if they are allowed to explore ABDL, although none sexually.

Disclosure

There have been cases of children from age 5 to 15 have told their parents about what they want and the parents being open and accepting of this facet of their children. In some cases, the child is helped into this role by the parent in varied degrees. The parent can buy diapers and products for the child to actually forbid the use of the toilet and change the child’s dirty diapers. In most cases, the child decides him or her self when they wish to stop using diapers. Care on both sides, the parent and child, should be taken in regards to privacy. The child should also think this matter through before opting for disclosure. The border between caring for your child and sexual abuse is thin and unclean, but avoidable.

Results from disclosure and acceptance from the parent have shown a child can grow out of this phase and not feel the need to return to ABDL, ever.

Nondisclosure

It has been found that a more well-rounded perspective on one's infantilism is usually not possible to gain until after full independence from one's parents has also been achieved. This means independence both economically and also in one's living situation. It is usually considered to be the best policy to wait until such things have been achieved in one's life, before fully exploring all of the ramifications of the desires. Many adult infantilists have reported very negative results when their parents either discovered, or were told of the existence of their infantilism. For this reason, it is usually considered advisable, not to rely on one's parents at all if at all possible in working out how best to eventually incorporate this practice into one's later adult life.

If such parental independence in such things proves to be impossible or highly impractical, still it is strongly recommended that in working out such things for one's self, that as high of a level of independence from parents as possible be maintained, while settling these matters.

For those teen infantilists who feel a need to reveal their habits, a website has been established which guides the directed visitor through a "confession", which may be aborted at any stage should the reader believe furthur reading may harm their relationship. This may be found at http://www.geocities.com/cinardrua/confession.html
Infantilism and care for privacy concerns of the general public

Amongst infantilists, it is estimated that approximately 60% - 70% of all adult infantilists have made a conscious decision to practice infantilism only in the ‘full privacy’ of their own house or apartment, and they seem to consistently follow this policy. Amongst the remaining 30% - 40% there are varying levels of ‘reduced privacy’ that may be chosen. Reasons for ‘reduced privacy’ vary. A desire for self humiliation is often a component of such a practice. A certain desire to annoy, disturb or disgust others is also sometimes a component of this practice. The true value of such behaviors, particularly the conscious decision to intentionally degrade the quality of life of those around one, is highly dubious.

Some who practice ‘reduced privacy’ will explain to anyone who might inquire that they have a ‘medical’ problem, and take it no further. Those who go no further than this generally seem to cause little or no difficulties for those around them.

On the more extreme end of this scale there are those who will intentionally expose their diapers to others, or even semi-intentionally create situations in which they are 'caught' by others in various compromised circumstances regarding their diapers.

While such behavior may bring a certain sense of satisfaction to some, one cannot deny the fact that such behavior amounts to gratuitously causing and delighting in the stress and/ or difficulties of others. The taking of such adverse pleasure in the difficulties of others may possibly be regarded as a variant form of sadism forced upon the public at large. Some infantilists who have been known to take these sorts of games too far have on occasion been arrested by the police.

Infantilists who have shown a reckless disregard for the public have been known to cause financial harm to restaurants and their employees, to store owners, and the list goes on and on. Undoubtedly, at certain points in the early lives of many infantilists, such stress and difficulty may have been forced upon them, but this does not justify repeating such behavior at the expense of even more additional innocent victims. For any infantilist who (for whatever reason) should choose the path of ‘reduced privacy’, the motto 'do no harm' is perhaps the best guideline. By this it is meant, do not do anything that could be construed as gratuitously delighting in the distress or difficulties of others.

Health problems

ABs and DLs are sometimes known to deliberately seek, or incidentally undergo, loss of bowel control or urinary incontinence. While they may accept these conditions willingly and not consider them health problems, there are associated risks. The loss of bowel control can lead to infections in the area or third party infections inflicted onto a partner or bystanders. In urinary and bowel loss, diaper rash can be a common ailment. This also can reduce your privacy as you will need diapers in public as well. Although you might not have bad intentions, these health problems are also a health problem for the rest of the public and as such, you may find your options limited as to eating out or dating.

If you choose to willingly be incontinent, then you should consider using preventive and protective measures for your own health and those around you. Much like a condom, plastic panties can help contain matter and liquids, but can fail if applied incorrectly.

Some interpersonal relationships that incorporate infantilism

Many interpersonal relationships that incorporate infantilism are between friends that have this common interest. Some infantilists form long lasting interpersonal relationships with a (professional) nanny who accepts payment to take care of the infantilist for an agreed period of time. Some have then even reported that such a nanny has eventually become the long term Significant Other of the infantilist. Another common type of interpersonal relationship that incorporates infantilism is the standard husband and wife marital relationship.

Other possible combinations are the ‘wife’ and ‘wife’ relationship which usually incorporates homosexuality, the ‘husband’ and ‘husband’ relationship which also usually incorporates homosexuality, or various threesome relationships where one may play the infantilist role more than the other two.

Generally, amongst younger adult infantilists, the most common type of interpersonal relationship that incorporates infantilism seems to be between two or more infantilists. Amongst older adult infantilists, the most common type of relationship that incorporates infantilism seems to be some form of a marital relationship.

The significant others (SO's) of infantilists

Many infantilists report having found very nurturing and caring partners, who have supported them and continue to support them in varying ways. In the case of marriage, some spouses participate in role playing, others do not. The nature of the initial informing about, or discovery of, the existence infantilism often sets the tone for the remainder of the relationship. As in all things, honesty, both on the part of the infantilist, and on the part of the significant other regarding his or her initial feelings and/ or reactions, is always the best policy, even though such honesty may not always be easy.

· klismaphilia: sexual pleasure from enemas 

Klismaphilia is the paraphilia of deriving sexual pleasure from enemas.

John Harvey Kellogg is regarded as a textbook case of klismaphilia, although he was in his time viewed as a campaigner for health and sexual temperance. Many modern commentators now see him as a man who diverted his entire sexuality into receiving enemas and inflicting them on others.

Enemas are available as a service from many practitioners in the sex industry to cater to klismaphiliac desires.

Enemas given for other than health purposes are far more common than many believe. Throughout the middle of the twentieth century they were given for almost any ailment imaginable and also used as instruments of punishment and domination by many mothers. Often if a child was either over active or droopy enemas were the medicine of choice to make adjustments in behavior. This led to many young children experiencing their first sexual excitement at the hands of their mother dispensing the enemas. Because of this they became fixated somewhat on this activity and would later self administrate as a part of masturbation rituals. "Klismos" will often reenact the enemas that as children they detested and will find a comfort in submitting to this treatment as adults. If done properly it is a harmless activity, though if done too often there is a risk of developing constipation.

There is also another factor of the Klismonic experience for many. The submission that their mothers demanded from them as they gave these enemas also left its mark and many of the Klismo community are also submissive sexually. Failing to cooperate with the parent giving the enema would lead to spankings and this also would be reflected in later life as a sexual attachment in conjunction with enemas. Many kids would receive enemas along with spankings on the theory that their misbehavior was a result of them being in need of a purging. In the end, for many, enemas, often in conjunction with spankings, are a return to the simple innocent sexuality of early adolescence when things were mysterious and far more exciting.

Today, such activity would be considered child abuse and child endangerment when performed on a child for punishment reasons.

There are many movies, magazines and websites devoted specifically to this fetish.

· lygophilia: love of darkness

 Lygophilia is an abnormal desire to be in dark or gloomy places (from the Greek word "lyge", meaning "twilight").

People do not usually 'suffer' from Lygophilia, but rather choose to use it. Typically a term used in the belief of Satanism, people who are Lygophilic like to be in dark places, or travel at night.

According to basic Psychology, the term Lygophilia is forgotten frequently for its loss of usage in the modern day society like 'dhat' and 'echolalia'.

Ergo, Lygophilia is most commonly used for the aid of sleep, romantic technique, and deep meditation, but the effect is short at best.

Patients who have been diagnosed as allergic to the sunlight have developed cases of mild Lygophilia, or in otherwords, they prefer to live in darkness, rather than light.

· macrophilia: sexual attraction to giants 

Macrophilia is the sexual attraction to a larger person. It is the opposite of microphilia. These phenomena are two sides of the same paraphiliac coin, with macrophiles fantasizing about giants; microphiles about tiny people; and a crossover contingent fantasizing about both. Macrophiliac fantasies seem to take several and most of all individual forms: with focus on hands, feet, breasts, genitals and / or mouth of the object of desire, involving either sexual or asexual encounters, with or without consent of either party. Since the existence of giants and giantesses is strictly fantastic, macrophiles must depend on their own imaginations or pornography to fulfil such desires (morphed pictures, montages, self made videos). Consequently, the latter has become a growing enterprise in the first decade of the 21st century, either with heterosexual or homosexual contents.

· maiesiophilia: sexual attraction to childbirth or pregnant women 

Maiesiophilia (or Maieusiophilia) is the sexual fetish for pregnant women and/or childbirth. See Pregnancy fetishism.

On occasion the fetish is not contained to humans, as some childbirth fetishists are similarly aroused by images of animals giving birth. It is said that a potential cause of maiesiophilia is the lack of a mother figure in the fetishist's life, thus making him/her lustful for someone who will be a mother. However, this theory is subjective and mostly considered a misconception by the Maiesiophiliac community, the majority of whom have mothers.

The arousal caused by Maeiusiophilia could possibly be attributed to the following reasons:

1. While the woman is pregnant, men can ejaculate inside them without the problem of the woman conceiving since she has already conceived. 

2. Pregnant women can get more aroused than normal, so men/women have more sex than usual. 

3. A pregnant women can be viewed as the height of feminism and eroticism. 

4. The big belly. This is the most common cause of arousal. 

However, many self-confessed Maeiusiophiliacs would say that they do not believe this, and that in most cases their preference is inexplicable, essentially instinctual.

· mysophilia: sexual attraction to foul or decaying material 

Mysophilia is a paraphilia relating to soiled or dirty material.

There are a number of variants of this:

· Pornographic magazines have long contained advertisements for "used" women's underwear. 

· Some gay men find other men's soiled underwear or dirty training shoes erotic. 

· negrophilia: love of black people 
· nyctophilia: a preference for darkness or night. 

· parthenophilia: love of virgins 

· philophilia: love of love 

· pictophilia: inability to become sexually aroused except through the use of pictorial pornography 

Pictophilia is a paraphilia that consists of is the unusually intense desire to see pictorial pornography, or the inability to get sexually aroused without the use of pictorial pornography.

· plushophilia: sexual attraction to stuffed toys 

A plushophile is a person who has a paraphilia for large soft furry toys, or plushies. However, a plushophile does not always have to have such an attraction to fall under this category. A loving relationship with a plushie may also indicate a plushophile.

· pyrophilia: sexual arousal through watching, setting, hearing/talking/fantasizing about fire. 

Pyrophilia is a relatively uncommon paraphilia in which the patient derives gratification from fire and fire-starting activity. It is distinguished from pyromania by the gratification being sexual in nature.

While the erotic focus immediately raises the diagnostic issue of pyromania, the DSM-IV classifies this disorder as an impulse-control disorder, with nothing to indicate or suggest an overlap between this disorder and the paraphilias.

Other than the purposeful act of fire-setting itself (Criterion A), there is no mention of the possibility that the tension or affective arousal experienced before the act (Criterion B); the fascination with, interest in, or attraction to fire and its situational contexts (for example, paraphernalia, uses, consequences) (Criterion C); or the pleasure, gratification, or relief when setting, witnessing, or participating in the aftermath of fires (Criterion D) might be sexual in nature or even contain a sexual arousal component.

Some described cases of pyrophilia do not include behaviors commonly associated with pyromania, such as being a regular “watcher” at fires in his neighbourhood; setting off false alarms; deriving pleasure from institutions, equipment, and personnel associated with fire, spending time at the local fire department, setting fires in order to be affiliated with the fire department; and either showing indifference to the consequences to life and property caused by the fire or deriving satisfaction from the resulting destruction of property. Sexual gratification need not involve actual fire; arousal or masturbatory aids may include fantasies or talk of setting a fire. In other instances, the patient may derive arousal primarily from setting or watching his fire.

Pyrophilia has been diagnosed in very few instances, and is not fully accepted by the general psychological community.

· pygophilia: love of buttocks 

· sitophilia: sexual arousal from food 

· stigmatophilia: sexual arousal and gratification by marking one's own body or inserting foreign objects into one's own body.
· transformation fetish: sexual arousal from depictions of transformations of people into objects or other beings 

Transformation fetish is a form of sexual fetishism in which a person becomes sexually aroused by descriptions or depictions of transformations, usually the transformations of people into other beings or objects. It can be considered a paraphilia. Not all transformation interests are paraphilia-based, others having their roots in mythological or literary accounts of transformation.

Overview

The TF community does not seem to have a specific name for its members; often the generic "TF fan" is used, however this term is also applied to people who have a non-sexual intrest in Transformation fiction. The internet community consists mainly of webpages featuring artwork or stories dealing with transformations, although there is no distinct barrier between fetish and non-fetish material.

Most TF media share a few characteristics. They involve a human (of either gender, but most often a female) being transformed into another form. The means of transformation are varied and include viruses or strange chemicals, magic spells or curses, and sex with a creature/person of the form being transformed to. The transformation is usually non-consensual, with the transformer often becoming confused, scared, or angry as the changes take place, although some transformations are gladly accepted and even chosen by their victims.

Websites of interest

The Transformation Board is a community forum for those who are interested in Transformation as a theme, whether they have a sexual interest or not. http://tfboard.co.uk
Transformation forums, hosting, images, and stories can be found at http://www.tfcentral.com
Examples of Transformation Art can be seen at http://transfur.com . Mature Users only.
TF Erotic Fiction can be found at http://doc.furvect.com . Mature users only.

Categories of transformation fetishes

Authors and artists usually separate themselves into one or more subgenres.

Animal transformations

The most common form of TF is the animal transformation, involving the transformation of a human to an animal. The most common transformations are to mammals, especially foxes, canines, cattle, and horses, although transformations to reptiles, fish, birds or amphibians do exist. This particular subgenre of the transformation fetish often involves themes of bestiality or zoophilia.

Furries

Furries, also known as anthros (short for anthropomorphic), are usually depicted as half-human, half-animal hybrids, with the appealing characteristics of both highlighted. Furries are usually bipedal and have the ability to speak, walk, talk, and think like a normal human. Many in the TF community, even those with an interest in TFs other than animal, adopt a made-up identity as a furry, known as a fursona. It should be noted that like the TF community not all Furries are involved with the fetish aspects of anthropomorphic media. There are some large differences between the communities. However, the overlap is broad enough to warrant mention on this page. For more on this distinction, see Yiff: Debates and Furries: Sexuality.

Inanimate transformations

Statuephiles

The transformation of people into inanimate objects in stories and pictures as a form of sexual fetishism. The predominate object is a statue, but can also be almost anything including: women becoming flat(run over by a steamroller..ect) transformation into pantyhose or clothing. People (usually women) becoming cigarettes or cigars. The variations are endless.

Age regression/Progression

Age Regression and Age Progression, often shortened to AR and AP respectively, are a subgenre of Transformation Fetish wherein the victim's bodily age is increased or decreased. Though there are some Age Regression stories where the victim's mental age decreases with the reduction of the body, by and large most AR / AP media feature the victim retaining their mental level of maturity, whatever it may be. This is often a point of plot development within many stories, with the victims usually having difficulty adjusting to how self-sufficient they are in their new state in comparison to that of their old state.

A typical Age Regression story features an adult, usually one in an esteemed position or one with many resposibilities (Such as a high position in a corporation or a parent of young children) encountering a situation that causes them to become younger. Typical include all manner of magic, though a variety of ficticious medical conditions have also been concocted by writers. The most prevalent of these is the aptly titled Age Regression Virus which is usually shortened to AR Virus or simply ARV. In these stories the victim will gradually regress, eventually reaching the physical body of an infant or a small child, and then will "Bounce," or stop regressing. Many writers have written stories about the AR Virus, and thus the details outside of the basic definition will often differ. In one story it is described that an early sign of the virus is profuse sweating. Another recurring symptom is frequent urination in large volumes, which is in other interpretations mixed with regular vomiting. However, one thing that can be agreed upon by these writers throughout these minor details is that early into one's contraction of the AR Virus, they will frequently excrete bodily fluid of some manner, presumedly as a method of jettisoning the millions of cells the body casts off as it shrinks.

The typical Age Progression story usually has children as victims, who will increase drastically in physical age but not mental maturity. Unlike Age Regression this usually occurs all at once, rather than in a gradual curve. A staple of these stories, resultingly, are the tearing of clothes the victim wears as they grow, which usually occurs too quickly for the victim to remove them.

Body modification

Transgender

A type of transformation fetish where the person is aroused by the idea, description, or depiction of a person of one gender transforming into a member of the other gender; usually the stories depict magical changes. Many of these stories involve magical talismans, rings, or necklaces, and they often involve the 'victim' being involved in sexual situations as a member of the opposite sex.

· trichophilia: sexual arousal from hair 

Trichophilia is a paraphilia in which one is sexually aroused, or is extremely fond of, human hair (usually of the head); this may be of hair in general or different hair-styles or colours.

Arousal may also occur from imagery and physical contact of hair, this including hair of the head, pubic hair, and axillary hair.

· troilism: sexual arousal from the idea of three-party sex 

A ménage à trois is a relationship or domestic arrangement in which three people, usually a married couple and the lover of one of them, live together or are romantically or sexually involved. The French phrase literally translates as "household of three". In extended use, the term refers to any sexual act involving three people.

Troilism is the name for the paraphilia relating to three-party sex.

As of 2005, there is no country allowing both same-sex marriage and polygamy; therefore, if three people have a marital bond, this consists of two heterosexual marriages: of one person with two persons of the opposite sex.

Famous ménages à trois in movies and television series:

· Design for Living (1933) 

· Actors involved: Gary Cooper, Fredric March, and Miriam Hopkins 

· American Psycho (2000) 

· Actors involved: Christian Bale, Cara Seymour, and Krista Sutton 

· Wild Things (1998) 

· Actors involved: Denise Richards, Neve Campbell, and Matt Dillon 

· Laurel Canyon (2002) 

· Actors involved: Kate Beckinsale, Frances McDormand, and Alessandro Nivola 

· The Sopranos (2003) 

· The third season episode University (very briefly) depicts Joe Pantoliano's character Ralph participating in a ménage à trois with a stripper and a male police officer 

· The L Word (2004) 

· Actors involved: Jennifer Beals, Laurel Holloman, and an unknown man 

· The film Threesome (1994) is about a love triangle of three college roomates, two men and a woman. The premise of the film is mostly a male heterosexual fantansy but there is a undeveloped bisexuality in the film as both of the male roomates may be repressing some homosexual desires. 

· The anime F³ has a three-part OAV series on DVD called "Ménage À Trois". It also features threesome and other group sex. 

· Seinfeld: An episode was aired in which George encourages Jerry to participate in a threesome. 

· tropophilia: Love of seasonal extremes of climate 

· vorarephilia: sexual attraction to being eaten by or eating another person 

Vorarephilia (also referred to as voraphilia, vore, voreaphilia ,and phagophilia) is the interest/sexual fetish in which a person fantasizes about eating another person and/or creature, or being eaten. Preferences vary, but most prefer to fantasize about being devoured whole and alive. Those who prefer to be torn, chewed, and killed are often referred to as 'shreddies'. This fetish is most commonly found portrayed in stories, or cartoonish drawings, and internet role play. This is typically considered an "imaginary fetish" since practicing the fetish would be difficult, to say the least; although the case of Armin Meiwes in Germany, and possibly Jeffrey Dahmer in the United States, show that it is within the realm of possibility (though most vorarephiles are aware of the inherent silliness of their fetish, and are largely uninterested in the idea of cannibalism). The voreaphile typically has specific preferences concerning what roles they play in vore encounters, and some MUCKs allow them to list these preferences in an accessible table to help match compatible vorarephiles.

This fetish is often associated with macrophilia and microphilia as well as the furry community, where predation is more natural in role playing.

Related to unbirth in some respects (both are types of endosomatophilia. How this fetish develops is still currently unknown.)

· xenophilia: sexual attraction to foreigners (in science-fiction, can also mean sexual attraction to aliens) 

There are also many other rare paraphilias.

The supposed paraphilia of autogynephilia, or sexual pleasure from perceiving oneself as a woman, has been proposed as a motivation for transgender behavior, but is generally regarded as theoretical in nature. It is not well accepted.

Controversy

The definition of various sexual practices as paraphilias has been met with opposition. Advocates for changing these definitions stress that, aside from "paraphilias" with a criminal element, there is nothing inherently pathological about these practices; they are undeserving of the stigmatism associated with being "singled out" as such. Those who profess such a view hope that, much as with the removal of homosexuality from the DSM (see homosexuality and psychology), future psychiatric definitions will not include most of these practices.

Religious views of paraphilia

Some religious conservatives view various paraphilias as deviations from their conception of God's original plan for human sexuality, or from their religious laws. Depending in part on the nature of the paraphilia in question, judgements can differ as to whether religiously it should be considered a case of sexual sin, or of mental illness.
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